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HOW APPROPRIATE IS THE WISCONSIN COUNTY AS A GOVERNMENTAL 
UNIT FOR PROVIDING LIBRARY SERVICE? 


By Ruth Baumann, Acting Director, Bureau of Government, 
Extension Division, University of Wisconsin 


[Editor's note: The following report is a condensation of a 
talk given by Miss Baumann at the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion County Section meeting at Sturgeon Bay on April 23, 1959, 
For a short summary of the remainder of this meeting, turn to 
pages 225-226 of this issue,] 


Whether or not the county is an appropriate governmental unit 
for providing library service--or any other kind of service--depends 
on many things, but particularly on how county residents themselves 
regard the county, 


The answers to such fundamental questions as the following 
might tend to give us some clue as to whether the county is an ap- 
propriate unit for library service, How would you answer the follow- 
ing questions? 


Have you had occasion within the past year to conduct business 
in the county courthouse--clerk of court's office, register of 
deeds' office, county clerk's office, etc,? 


Have you ever appeared at a county board meeting or meeting of 
a county board committee? 


Do you regard the county as a "service" agency? 


Do you have dealings with State agencies which have district or 
regional offices? 


Do you regard the county as an agent or arm of the State of 
Wisconsin? 


Do you feel that the people in your county identify themselves 
with their county of residence in the sense that they have "a 
community of interest"? 


Do you believe that residents in a county believe that they have 
real control of the county government (as compared with their 
feeling that they control village or city government)? 


Even though it might mean having fewer and perhaps lower quality 
services, would you prefer to live with that kind of service rather 
than joining a wealthier county or counties (or poor ones, for 

that matter) so that the tax base would enable you to enjoy more 
and better services? 
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The answers to these and related questions will help to de- 
termine what kinds of functions county government is appropriate 
for, but, of course, the total answer can come only from all levels 
of government since each is affected by what the other unit does, 


Whatever the answer to the topic question, it is nevertheless 
true that the county is displaying a persistent and lively vitality, 
It is engaging in an increasingly wide range of activities, it is 
spending much more money than ever before, and has many more people 
on its payrolls, : 


Despite its ever-enlarging role, however, county government, 
in itself, has not taken on a new look or any significant reorganiza- 
tion, The county remains. a double unit of government, It contimes 
to be an agent or arm of State government, carrying out programs for 
various departments, and, on the other hand, it functions as a 
purely local unit of government, Consequently, the county board, 
the principal governing authority of the county, is both a policy- 
making or legislative body and an administrative or executive body, 
It conducts its business mainly through functional standing commit- 
tees,which has meant in practice that there is not one county govern- 
ment but a dozen or more, each operating in loose association with 
the others,with no strong central executive to co-ordinate the ef- 
forts of all the committees, 


As an agent of State government, the county has been given 
many tasks which it must perform--law enforcement, conduct of 
elections, and administration of significant portions of such 
state programs as highway, public welfare, and education, And on 
the other hand, counties have also been given a long list of things 
which they may perform at their own discretion, It is this latter 
group of tasks which differentiates some counties from others since, 
in general, the more urban the county the more unassigned tasks the 
county performs and the more personnel is required, 


Major shifts have occurred within recent years in that the 
State has tended to assume more responsibility itself for the per- 
formance of functions--and has moved to the administration of state 
tasks directly through regional or district offices, This has 
tended to diminish the importance of the role of the county as an 
agent of the State, Yet, despite these developments, Wisconsin is 
notable among the 50 states for the amount of governmental burden 
assigned to counties, A 1955 study revealed 300 separate activities 
performed by counties, with a sizable portion of these having been 
added since 19)5, 


Part of the answer to the question, "How Appropriate is the 
Wisconsin County as a Governmental Unit for Providing Library 
Service?" and part of the problem confronting the present system 
of county government as an effective structure of government is 
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related to the fact that, constitutionally, county government is 

to be as uniform as practicable, and yet counties today are deal- 
ing with problems and areas which bear no semblance of uniformity, 
There is such wide variation in Wisconsin counties concerning such 
things as total population, rate of population increase, population 
migration, density of population, economic base, level of industrial 
development, etc,, that one cannot say there is anything even ap- 
proaching uniformity, One of the very important and most visible 
differences in counties in Wisconsin is in their degree of urbaniza- 
tion, 


In 1930, Wisconsin's urban population had passed the 50 per 
cent mark, and by 1950 the urban population accounted for 55.5% of 
the State's total population, More important, however, is the 
fact that urbanization has been highly selective in Wisconsin, For 
instance, during the period 1950-57, 32 counties declined absolutely 
in population, and the other 39 gained, but the main portion of all 
this growth took place in the 15 most populous counties, Milwaukee, 
Dane, Racine, Waukesha, Brown, Rock, Winnebago, Kenosha, Sheboygan, 
Outagamie, Marathon, Manitowoc, Fond du Lac, La Crosse, and Eau Claire 
are the 15 largest counties in order of estimated 1957 population 
and, in fact, account for about 65% of the State's 1957 estimated 


population, 


Wisconsin counties vary widely; in area, from Marathon, the 
largest, with 1,603 square miles, to Ozaukee, the smallest, with 
236 square miles; in population, from Milwaukee, with 993,00 
people, to Florence, with only 3,50 people; in full-value assessment 
for property taxes, from Milwaukee, with a $5 billion full-value 
assessment, to Florence, with a mere $7 million full-value assessment; 
and in work force in industrial pursuits, from Kenosha, with 5%, to 
Vernon, with only 4.9% of its work force engaged in manufacturing, 


All of thetremendous differences indicated above are indicative 
of the variations in Wisconsin counties, Upon applying certain in- 
dices of "urbanness" to Wisconsin counties, one finds that there are 
several natural groups of counties based upon the degree of urganiza- 
tion that each exhibits, One finds that Milwaukee County stands by 
itself, and it has been so recognized by the State Legislature, which 
in years past has made special provisions for Milwaukee County, After 
this, come 1) other counties (in the 60,000 to 250,000 population 
class), named earlier, which beceuse of such common elements as one 
or more large urban centers, a moderate to large industrial base, 
etc,, form another group, 


The remaining 56 counties, though not alike in all respects, 
tend to be mainly rural and nonindustrial, Most of them fit the 
historic model of the Wisconsin county and the conditions for which 
it was designed, 





21h 


These great variations already existing and rapid changes 
continuously taking place prompt certain questions, How do we re- 
appraise the role of the county in this changing scene? Can the 
county be redefined and reshaped so that it will provide a more 
responsive and more effective instrument of government in the rapid- 
ly growing urban areas of the State, effective in the provision of 
functions required to be performed on behalf of the State but also 
in the provision of services that are of local and area-wide con- 
cern? Is the county an appropriate and desirable successor to the 
town? Is the appropriate course of action to encourage the expan- 
sion of municipal jurisdictions? 


Whatever may be the answers to these questions, it does seem 
clear that there is a need for a central agency to perform certain 
services of metropolitan-wide concern, Of course, one of the im- 
mediate questions that comes to the fore then is: What services are 
of urban-wide concern? Needless to say, on this point there is no 
such thing as unanimous agreement, but a partial list might include 
land-use planning and controls, water supply and sanitation, major 
public improvements, traffic, police protection, schools, health, 
and property assessment, 


Following close on the heels of such a suggested but partial 
list comés the critical question of whether or not the county is 
the appropriate agency for the performance of these functions, 
Whether or not the county is the appropriate agency, are other 
alternative courses more promising, i,e,, use of ad hoc authorities 
or districts, or the creation of a general metropolitan unit? 


There is virtually unanimous testimony that the county, as 
presently constituted,cannot satisfactorily assume either of these 
roles, Experts agree on the proposition that some kind of political 
and structural reorganization is a condition precedent to a metro- 
politan role for the county, 


The political or structural reorganization of the county faces 
many problems, most of which fall into three major categories as 
follows: 


1, The constitutional problem, The constitution requires a single 
system of county and town government as uniform as practicable, 
What kinds of variation can be injected into the system that 
will take account of real differences among counties? The single, 
uniform system stands in the way of many solutions to the other 
two problems listed below, 





2, The political and structural problem, The county board is un- 
wieldy and grossly unrepresentative, particularly as respects 
urban areas, The county administrative system is diffuse and 
unco-ordinated, and there is only the remotest suggestion of a 
central executive, What changes can be made that will improve 
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the county establishment? 


3. The service problem, What functions should an urban county 
perform? What allocation of tasks can and should be made 
among state, county, and local levels? How can the costs of 
government be divided equitably? Is more or less home rule 
desirable? Is the solution increasingly to diminish the state 
role and to enhance the local role of the county? 





Regarding the constitutional barrier to some reshaping of 
county government, it can probably be said that some progress is 
being made, The 1958 annual convention of the County Boards Associa- 
tion went on record favoring a constitutional amendment to allow 
optional forms of organization, However, it is anyone's guess as 
to how proposals for constitutional change would fare, Experience 
to date suggests that the Legislature has not been confronted with 
many proposals and that it has given but little attention to those 
that did come in, 


Regarding the political and structural problem of county govern- 
ment, it can safely be said that the problems are equally as great 
and the solutions face correspondingly difficult barriers, First, 
there is the problem of inequality of representation, which arises 
out of the very nature of the system of representation by towns, 
villages, and cities, except for Milwaukee County, where representa- 
tion is ultimately based on population, The number of constituents 
represented by a single supervisor on a county board varies from 15 
persons in Iowa County to 11,63) in Dane County, whereas in Milwaukee, 
where supervisors are selected by assembly districts, the average 
county board member represents 1,00 people, And it should be added 
that, since the 195) legislative reapportionment , the 2), districts in 
Milwaukee County with few exceptions have been equal in population, 


Secondly, there is the problem of the board's size, Those who 
have watched sessions of our large county boards testify that this 
is a cumbersome, ineffective, and expensive instrument, 


Thirdly, there is the problem, not only of the board's size 
but also its duties, It acts as both a legislative and an administra- 
tive body, The large size of the board does not present any serious 
problems as far as its legislative function is concerned, However, 
the board's administrative role is seriously hampered by its large 
and unwieldy character, The board as presently constituted is thus 
a major obstacle in the way of developing the county as a more 
significant urban wit, 


What can be done about the political and structural problem of 
the county board? A change in the method of selecting supervisors 
might be devised that would affect only the large urban counties, 
This might be done by a classification of the counties in three groups 
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instead of the present two--Milwankee and the other 70, The next 

1) most populous counties after Milwaukee might form the second group, 
and supervisors could be elected from some sort of special districts 
or perhaps assembly districts, as in Milwaukee County, 


Now, to the other and equally as big a problem--that of doing 
something about the board as an executive or administrative body, Of 
course, there is the need for the provision of a central executive, 
There are two main candidates for the position from among the county 
govermment as it is presently organized, They are the county clerk 
and the chairman of the county board of supervisors, As presently 
constituted, perhaps neither of these offices could fill the role ade- 
quately, However, the county clerk might be changed from an elective 
to an appointive position, Another possibility is that a chairman 
could be elected from the county at large, and he would then act as a 
county "mayor" and exercise a degree of leadership that only a few 
very strong board chairmen under present arrangements have been able 
to attain, This latter type of change might be accomplished without 
constitutional amendment, particularly if it were associated with the 
change in method of selecting supervisors and applied to urban coun- 


ties only, 


The third brvad problem of county and urban growth related to 
what the function of the county at the local level should be, What 
functions should counties, particularly urban ones, perform? No 
definite answer can be given to this question, When we look at the 
services that are being performed by counties today, we find that, 
according to a current study, more than 300 activities are currently 
performed by Wisconsin counties, These activities cover most fields 
of state-local action but cannot be easily described in any general 
terms, It is true that most local services of the county are oriented 
toward the rural and unincorporated areas, However, urban residents 
pay a substartial portion of the costs of these services and receive 
little or no return from them (i, €,, county highway program, sheriff 
and traffice patrol activities, nursing services, etc,), 


What might be done to correct this situation? One answer is that 
the county would serve only rural sections, There is something to be 
said for the idea of the county acting as a custodian for territory 
that lies in the path of urban development, At least it might exert 
more effective control than the towns on land development, So long 
as this scheme would not present the organization of built-up areas 
into municipal territory, either as new municipalities or through 
annexation, this would have many advantages, This, of course, assumes 
that basic state policy is to encourage the organization of built-up 
territory into municipal units, When an area should move from the 
control of the county to municipal control would ws be easy to de- 
termine--but standards could be devised, 
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Since the county is typically the only government which covers 
the urban area as a whole, it offers possibilities for providing 
certain kinds of specialized services, which the individual units, 
particularly the smaller ones, may be unable to provide for them- 
selves on an efficient or economical basis (e.g, psychiatric diag- 
nostic services, services for handicapped children, etc,). A number 
of counties have organized services like these, charging back the 
cost on the units served, Another possibility is that a large 
municipality may be able to extend services to adjacent units on 
contract, This would be better than the creation of a new metro- 
politan government or of special ad hoc districts, 


When one thinks in terms of the county taking over certain 
functions that are of urban-wide concern, an immediate "fly in the 
ointment" comes to mind, That is, does the county have the capacity 
to undertake this larger kind of role in the metropolitan area? For 
instance, is there any likelihood that a county health department 
would perform at the level of competence exhibited by the large 
municipal departments? Whatever the answers to these questions, is 
it desirable to vest control over functions critically important to 
urban areas in a Legislature which is so cumbercome, so unrepresenta- 
tive of urban interests, and so hopelessly enmeshed in committee 
detail? And, further, would it be wise to place such functions in 
an administrative system which is so diffuse, unco-ordinated, partisan, 
and also lacking a central executive and departmental organization? 


Regardless of the future form and organization of county govern- 
ment, we must remember that past history indicates that a variety of 
levels and variety of goverrmental units will participate in providing 
govermmental services--and their interrelationhips will undoubtedly 
become even more complex than now, The Wisconsin county offers another 
pathway of governmental response to new problems, 


As has been stated earlier, much can be done to improve the 
county even within the present constitutional framework, The county 
board can be reduced in size and made more representative; a central 
executive could be grafted onto the system; more equitable arrange- 
ments as to who pays for and who receives county services could be 
worked out; and relationships between state, county, and local units 
could be clarified, 


Aside from whatever can be done within the constitution as it 
now exists, there is also the possibility that out of further studies 
and education may come arguments to persuade the State Legislature 
that there are things which need to be done to the county to enable 
it to play a more effective and efficient role in the expanding urban 
scene, 


Whatever the course of future action, a word of warning should be 
injected here, That is, caution should be exercised before jumping 
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on various and sundry band wagons such as are offered as cure-alls 

for the ails of government, The metropolitan forms that have been 
organized, both in the United States and Canada, have their proponents, 
But it would seem that no two areas are alike--and, therefore, cannot 
solve their governmental problems in exactly the same fashion, Rather, 
it seems advisable that each county or area should look at its own 
particular governmental institutions, using some standards to serve 

as guides and gauges for future action, 


As people think through governmental reorganization for the pro- 
vision of necessary functions and services of government, whatever 
the level of government, they might take into account the following 
factors, or, to put it another way, those concerned should try to 
answer the following questions before making any hasty decisions: 


1, Would the suggested reorganization result in top-heavy adminis- 
tration with excessive administrative costs? 


2, Would the suggested reorganization result in financial inequalities 
between localities? 


a, Would the people in some units of government pay for a 
specific service only once, whereas people in other units 
pay twice? 


b, According to assessed valuations of localities, does re- 
organization favor taxwise those least able to pay taxes? 


c. How would the suggested reorganization affect the weight of 
taxation when the quality of services offered are compared? 


3. Would the suggested reorganization result in distorted planning? 


a, If local planning is encouraged, will area planning ever get 
under way? 


lh. Would the suggested reorganization result in unfair representa- 
tion? 


5. Would the suggested reorganization result in divided jurisdiction? 
a, Which services should be completely merged into one system? 


b, If services are not completely merged, will jealousy of 
independence plague both or all jurisdictions? 


6, Would the suggested reorganization take into account continued 
areal and population expansion? 
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Finally, and this strikes at the heart of the question, "How 
Appropriate is the Wisconsin County as a Governmental Unit for 
Providing Library Services?" is the firm belief that no service, 
whether it be library service, water service, sewage disposal, 
police and fire protection, industrial development, or what have 
you, can carve out its own governmental organization and financial 
support without taking into account some or all of the above 
questions in relation to other services and other attempts at re- 
organization, 


Hee He 


CAREER MATERIALS FOR THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


"Should You Go Into the Foreign Service?" is the title of the 
most recent article published by ic New York Life Insurance Com- 
pany, The first 3) articles in the series (including the one on 
librarianship) are now available in a paper-bound entitled Career 
Opportunities, Planning a College Education, the booklet that gives 
costs for college education, is newly revised, All of these materials 
are available from: New York Life Insurance Co,, Career Information 
Service, 51 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 





Wilma Bennett's Occupational Filing Plan and Bibliography was 
revised in 1958, It is an excellent way of solving your occupations 
file problems with its fields-of-work headings, adapted from and in 
harmony with the Dictionary of Occupational Titles, The price of 
the book is $3, At a cost of $10, both the book and gummed labels 
will be included, The gummed labels can be used on any size folder 
and cross-reference card, There are 829 gummed labels available, 
printed in red for the 270 fields of work, in blue for the 501 cross 
references, and in black for the 58 headings for supplementary in- 
formation, Address orders or further inquiries to: Sterling Powers 
Publishing Co,, 2823 East Gage Avenue, Huntington Park, California, 








The U,S, Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Washington 25, D,C,, calls attention to the 1957 edition of their 
Occupational Outlook Handbook, It is a 700-page illustrated volume 





which gives the essential facts about employment opportunities and 
trends for over 500 occupations and 50 major industries, It is 
available from: Superintendent of Documents, U,S, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D,C,, at $ per copy, Also available 
from the Superintendent of Documents is the periodical, Occupational 
Outlook Quarterly, which provides a means of keeping up to date on 
occupational developments, It costs $1 for a yearly subscription, 
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SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH 
ABOUT ADULT LEARNING AND INTERESTS 


A Summary of an Address by Howard Y. McClusky, 
University of Michigan 


{Editor's note: The following report, written by Dr, Burton 
W,. Kreitlow, School of Education, University of Wisconsin, 

is a summarization of a talk given by Dr, Howard Y, McClusky, 
University of Michigan, at the 2nd Interagency Conference on 
Adult Education in Wisconsin,held at Wisconsin Rapids, March 
9-11, 1959, For a short summary of the remainder of this 
conference, turn to page 228 of this issue,] 


One of the high lights of the Interagency Conference at 
Wisconsin Rapids in March was a discussion of the recent research 
about adults and what the research means for adult education programs, 
This lecture was given by Professor Howard Y, McClusky of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, 


The high lights of his talk reported here are those which seem 
to have the most meaning for those working with adults in educational 
programs, McClusky believes that the most unique and relevant ap- 
proach to a differential psychology of adults will be derived from 
a study of the course of life as a whole, He says that no definite 
picture of the adult is possible until the details of the successive 
life stages are known, 


In some of the research reported by McClusky, we find ideas 

such as the following: the course of healthy personality development 
identifies an individual beginning life with the achievement of a 
sense of trust and then, in successive stages, the achievement of a 
sense of autonomy, of self-initiative, of accomplishment, and by late 
adolescence of identity, To these he mst add the attainment of a 
sense of intimacy, the parental sense, and a sense of integrity as 
he advances into early and middle maturity, Reports described by 
McClusky show that there is a regular sequence in life events, that 
psychological dimensions rise more slowly and culminate and decline 
later than biological dimensions of life, The results of this se- 
quence showed that there was a tendency for being specific in the 
outcomes of one's life at about age 30, and at about age 5 the adult 
has a disposition to test the results of his life thus far, It is 
only sometime later that he begins to look back on life that is past, 


From the standpoint of the adult, the course of life may be re- 
garded as a five-decade (plus or minus) time schedule during which 
the major events and life conditions can be expected to occur, 
McClusky indicated that to be behind, on, or ahead of schedule with 
respect to important life expectations may give a good clue to what 
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the adult thinks of himself, To what extent are life's attitudes 

a function of the time already lived compared with the time to be 
lived? McClusky suggested that we need a thorough investigation 

of how the perception of time changes with age and that results 

of this investigation would help provide a base for differentiating 
the psychology of the adult years, Lewin's writingswere described, 
in which he indicated that in childhood the psychological future of 
a person is vague and seems only slightly ahead, At adolescence, 
it is still vague but has an infinite quality, Psychiatrist Billings 
states that mid-life is a period of transition in which bodily and 
social role changes require an adjustment of personality, the major 
focus of which appears to be a new concept of time as a period that 
is no longer unlimited, In mid-life, there is a greater awareness 
of the past, of the present, and of the future, with the action to 
the present more clearly defined as a means to a future end, 


A research report was described which asked elementary and 
high school teachers between the ages of 20 and 6); these questions: 
What would you most like to be doing ten years from now? The 
majority of single women in their 20's expressed a hope to marry; 
however, very few single women over 30 expressed this hope, After 
30, the single women and the married men showed a primary interest 
in vocational advancement, In all groups, interest in retirement 
began in the 0's, 


McClusky spent considerable time in his lecture talking about 
what we know of the learning of adults, In some studies reported, 
there seemed to be results which revealed no real differences from 
one age group to the next, Other results showed a decline in learn- 
ing at various age levels, Others identified interferences which 
seemed to stand in the way of higher levels of learning for older 
adults, McClusky pointed out, however, that a growing number of 
writers believe that,if there is a differential psychology of adult 
learning lurking in the as yet unexplored terrain of the maturing 
years, it will be revealed by a thorough analysis of the processes 
of learning, As the field now stands, he said, outcomes are measured 
in terms of the product and not in how learning is achieved, 


By this time, it was reported, there is general agreement that 
age per se is no barrier to learning and performance, You can teach 
an old dog new tricks, In fact, McClusky went so far as to say that 
"there are some tricks which only an old dog can learn!" 


A distinction was made between the findings of Wechsler, who 
is the leading exponent of the "decrease in ability point of view," 
in which it is argued that a decline in test performance beginning 
with a peak in the half decade, 25-29, is a reflection of a corres- 
ponding loss of ability, while Lorge, a leading spokesman for the 
"no decrease view," argues that decline in performance is a re- 
flection of the loss of the speed of response and not in the ability 
(or power) to respond, 
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One of the big gaps in the research as identified by McClusky 
is the lack of longitudinal studies which investigate the ability, 
the learning, and the understanding of the same adults over a long 
period of years, Certainly, the conclusions of the cross-sectional 
studies have not been uniformly accepted, There appears to be a 
beginning now of longitudinal investigations, 


One of the first such studies is the 1950 retest of 127 Iowa 
State College freshmen tested initially with the Army Alpha in 1919, 
This retest in 1950 reported a gain in the total scores of consider- 
able consequence, The greatest gains made by these people on this 
test were in the areas of information and vocabulary--abilities 
which college graduates are likely to cultivate, Of course, McClusky 
was careful to point out that it was possible that this gain, which 
showed up between 1919 and 1950, may have occurred between the fresh- 
man and senior years at college and not in the years of adulthood, 
These are the kinds of gaps in research knowledge that further 
longitudinal study will clarify, McClusky indicated that enough is 
now known to conclude that the traditional view, that childhood and 
adolescence is a period for growing up and adulthood a time for 
settling down, provides a poor picture of the changes which people 
will undergo as they move from the 20's to the end of life, He 
proposed several ways in which this picture could be improved, 

First, the measurement of characteristics of adult experience that 
are unique to adults, Second, additional concentration on the com- 
ponents of personality in the investigations of the adult years, 
Third, a consideration of the extent to which the adult is culture 
bound since this is not revealed in any of the traditional measures 
of performance, Fourth, studies of the concept of ability as it 
relates to adult living, and, finally, McClusky believes that the 
greatest gains in knowledge will come from studying the individual 
over as long a life span and as completely as possible, He closed 
by saying that,if the longitudinal and global studies of development 
from birth to age 20 has transformed our knowledge of infancy, child- 
hood, and adolescence, it requires no great leap of the imagination 
to predict that similar gains in knowledge will come from an applica- 
tion of comparable procedures in investigations of the adult years, 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
SECTIONAL MEETINGS 


CHILDREN'S SECTION 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 
April 6, 1959 


HOST: Lake Geneva Public Library, Mrs, Ethel M, Brann, librarian, 


OFFICERS: Mary F, Meinberg, chairman, and Theodora L, Haman, 
secretary-treasurer, 


BUSINESS MEETING: Mary F, Meinberg, chairman, presided at the 
business meeting, Minutes of the meeting held 
September 29, 1959, at the annual convention of 
the Wisconsin Library Association in Racine were 
read and approved, The treasurer's report was also 
presented, with a balance of $2),73 being shown, 


Janet Eggum, chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented 
the following slate of officers: Chairman, Lila Burnett, Beaver Dam; 
Vice Chairman, Fern Federman, Racine; Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Craig 
Blakey, Shorewood, A motion was made, seconded, and carried that 
the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the slate of officers pre- 
sented, 


Mildred L, Batchelder, Executive Secretary, Children's Services 
Division, American Library Association, commented briefly on the 
Frederick G, Melcher Scholarship Fund, She indicated that the cur 
rent investment of about $23,000 produces an annual scholarship of 
$750, for award to a prospective children's librarian, Miss Batchelder 
said it was hoped that the investment could be increased sufficiently 
so that it would provide an annual scholarship of $1,000, Librarians 
were urged by Miss Batchelder to find and recommend good candidates 
for the scholarship, Shirley Barta introduced a motion, which was 
approved, to have the Children's Section contribute $5 from the 
Section treasury to the Frederick G, Melcher Scholarship Fund, It 
was also suggested that voluntary contributions to this scholarship 
fund be made later in the day by those present and desirous of doing 
so, As a result of this suggestion, voluntary contributions totaling 
about $50 were presented to Miss Batchelder for the Fund, 


Norma L, Rathbun of the Milwaukee Public Library, who was unable 
to attend, sent invitation to hold the 1960 spring meeting of the 
Children's Section in Milwaukee, The invitation was accepted by 
those present, 
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PROGRAM: 


Welcomes: In the morning, immediately after the registration 
and coffee hour, Howard Clemons, president, Lake Geneva Public 
Library Board, welcomed the group on behalf of the host library, 
At noon, after the luncheon at the Traver Hotel, Forrest L, Mills, 
president, Wisconsin Library Association, extended official greet- 
ings from the WLA Executive Board, Also extending greetings at 
this time were Elizabeth Burr and Gladys Cavanagh, respectively, 
from the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and the University of 
Wisconsin Library School, 


Morning Program: For the program in the morning, a symposium- 
panel presented and discussed the theme, "The Librarian Reaches Out 


to Children Through Adults," Members of the symposium-panel were 
Doris H, Moulton, Milwaukee Public Library, who served as librarian- 
interrogator; Donald Brick, Walworth County Recreation Agent; Mrs, 
Melvin Danielson, Director, Girl Scout Day Camp, Lake Geneva; Mrs, 
Graydon Roloson, President, Lake Geneva Parent-Teacher Association; 
and Homer Whitford, General Secretary, Lake Geneva Y,M,C,A, 


Each member of this group described the age group with which 
he works, the objectives of his organization's program, and the 
personnel used by it to carry on the program, This discussion re- 
vealed the need for better commnication between libraries and 
other agencies in the commnity, For instance, it would help if 
the library received announcements of each agency's program for the 
year, One agency suggested that the library should provide more 
hours open for the public because it is "comforting" to know that the 
library is open over a wide range of time, 


The discussion also revealed that,among those agencies repre- 
sented on the sym osium-panel, all of them make use of the services 
of the public library, In general, the program revealed a mutual 
concern for the mental, physical, and spiritual growth of children, 


Ruth Warnecke, Director, American Library Association's Library- 
Community Project, Chicago, in analyzing the symposium-panel said 
that it was an excellent device to bring adults together to "spark" 

one another on mutual problems, She also noted that the interrogation 
method requires preplanned briefing of the participants to assure a 

good relationship between the interrogator and panel members, Ac- 

cording to Miss Warncke, the program seemed to be particularly 

well aimed at increasing children's librarians' skills in working 

with adult leaders of organizations and agencies whose primary 

work is with children and youth, Of course, the program also 

tended to give children's librarians an opportunity to increase 

their awareness of adults as learners, 
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Afternoon Program: Kenneth F, Duchac, Director, Library- 
Cormunity Project, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, opened the 
afternoon session with an explanation of role playing as a method 
of adult learning, It was pointed out that role playing drama- 
tizes a situation and oftentimes provides a particularly good 
opportunity for learning, Three situations were presented by a 
group as examples of unrehearsed role playing, After these presen- 
tations, it was pointed out that the effectiveness of this method 
could be judged by the following questions: (1) Did it provide an 
opportunity for the librarian to motivate the individual to further 
self-education? (2) Were suitable methods used for an adult learning 
situation? 


Miss Warncke, in summarizing the afternoon session, expressed 
the belief that in the demonstration that afternoon adults had been 
stimulated as learners, She recommended role playing for demonstra- 
tion purposes in library staff meetings and in other group meetings, 


ATTENDANCE: Attendance at the meeting totaled nearly 90 people, 
Represented were 2) Wisconsin public libraries, two 
Illinois public libraries, the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission, the University of Wisconsin Library School, 
the Wisconsin State College at River Falls, the 
American Library Association, and the A, C, McClurg 
Company of Chicago, 


COUNTY SECTION 


Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin 


April 23, 1959 
HOST: Door County Library, Mrs, Jane L, Greene, librarian, 


OFFICERS: Mrs, Edna Holland, chairman, and Mrs, Helen Dudek, 
secretary-treasurer, 


BUSINESS MEETING: Mrs, Edna Holland, chairman, presided at a very 
short business meeting held after the noon luncheon, 
The treasurer's report was read and approved, 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes: After the coffee hour and registration in the morn- 
ing, all guests were welcomed to Door County and Sturgeon Bay by 
Lawrence H, Johnson, chairman of the Door County Board of Supervisors, 
Mr, Johnson spoke briefly but convincingly of the value of books, 
Also extending greetings at this time were John C, Frantz, director, 
Kellogg Public Library, Green Bay, for the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion, and S, Janice Kee, Madison, for the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission, 
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Morning Program: The major part of the morning program con- 
sisted of a talk by Ruth Baumann, acting director, Bureau of Govern- 
ment, University Extension Division, Madison, on the topic, "How 
Appropriate is the Wisconsin County as a Governmental Unit for Pro- 
viding Library Service?" A rather complete report of this talk 
appears on pages 211-219 of this issue of the Bulletin, Following 
Miss Baumann's talk was a question-and-answer period headed by a 
panel of interrogators consisting of Mrs, Kay Biwer, librarian, 
Marathon County Library; Mrs, Jane L, Greene, director, Door County 
Library; Edith Dudgeon, librarian, T, B, Scott Public Library, 
Wisconsin Rapids; and John C, Frantz, director, Kellogg Public 


Library, Green Bay, 


Afternoon Program: In the afternoon session, Kenneth F, Duchac, 
public library co tant and director of Wisconsin's Library-Com- 
munity Project, spoke on the question, ",,,But How Can I Do it?"-- 

a program planned to help answer the question of how to survey the 
library and the community in order to make the public library a more 
vital institution in the life of the community, During this session, 
Mr, Duchac discussed at length some of the techniques that have been 
used both in Wisconsin and other Library-Community Project grant 
states to survey the library and the commnity, The presentation 
provided an especially good capsule report of the survey and study 
activities that have been going on in the Shawano City-County Library, 
the pilot LCP library in Wisconsin, A packet of questionnaires and 
library-community study guides was given to each person present, 

Mr, Duchac explained how to use some of the packet materials to do 
such things as a study of library borrowers, a study of reading 
materials in home libraries, a survey of adult education activities 
in churches, a detailed analysis of circulation by subject area 

and quality, etc, A short question-and-answer period followed the 
presentation, after which the meeting adjourned, 





ATTENDANCE: A total of 53 people were present for the meeting, 
representing 12 counties in the State, The group 
included librarians, trustees, and staff members of 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY SECTION 


Madison, Wisconsin 


April 11, 1959 


HOST: University of Wisconsin Library School, Rachel K, Schenk, 
director, 


OFFICERS: William R, Brandt, chairman; Celia R, Hauck, vice chairman; 
and Richard A, Cooklock, secretary-treasurer, 
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PROGRAM: 


During the morning program, two library school students, two 
academic librarians, and the director of the University of Wisconsin 
Library School discussed the topic, "Education for Academic Librarian- 
ship," The afternoon meeting was reserved for questions from the 
audience, and the discussion centered mostly around what the academic 
library administrator expects from a library school graduate, 


Premeeting Session: On Friday evening, April 10, a number of 
academic librarians engaged in library-science instruction met to 
discuss the articulation of undergraduate library education with the 
graduate program at the University of Wisconsin, This topic was of 
especial interest because of the new standards for such instructional 
programs, 





ATTENDANCE: The total attendance at the meeting was 76, which in- 
cluded 16 library school students, 
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ALA’ S NEWSLETTER ON INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 


Does Your Library Subscribe To It? 


Published primary for librarians, the Newsletter's first value 
is to librarians and trustees, who are so intimately concerned with 
the public's "right to know," but other library patrons, especially 
teachers and students, find it useful, In many libraries, it is 
often placed on routing for reading by staff, and some libraries 
order miltiple subscriptions to facilitate staff, trustee, and patron 
use, The Newsletter's contents are based largely on reports from 
individual librarians and on newspaper accounts as furnished by a 
nationwide clipping service, In 1959, as it has in the past, the 
Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom will bring its readers as com- 
plete a report as possible of the news all along the fronts of in- 
tellectual freedom--the freedom to read, to see, to write, and to 
hear~-along with special reports on such matters as state legisla- 
tive activities, court decisions, and local developments affecting 
and reflecting the climate in which librarians play such a vital 
role, Subscription information: Cost: $2 per year, ) issues 
(March, June, September, December), with all subscriptions entered 
on a calendar-year basis, For further information or subscription, 
write to: Edith Krentz, Subscriptions Department, ALA Headquarters, 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois, Make checks payable 
to: CIF NEWSLETTER, 
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‘‘THE WIDE OPEN SPACES IN ADULT EDUCATION’ ’ 


A Report of the 2nd Interagency Conference 
on Adult Education in Wisconsin 


By George D. Russell 


Introduction 


The Mead Hotel at Wisconsin Rapids was the locale for a recent 
and significant meeting for adult educators in Wisconsin, "The Wide 
Open Spaces in Adult Education" was the theme of this conference, 
held on March 9-11, 1959, which gave representatives from public li- 
braries, the Co-operative Extension Service, vocational and adult 
schools, and the University of Wisconsin Extension Division a unique 
opportunity to get together to further their understanding of each 
other's programs and to build better working relationships, 


This second interagency conference was a natural "next step" 
to the first such conference, sponsored in 1956 by the State Board 
of Vocational and Adult Education, the University of Wisconsin Co- 
operative Extension Service, the University of Wisconsin Extension 
Division, and the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, Both of the 
conferences were outgrowths of the very informal luncheon meetings 
attended on a monthly basis by representatives of the four sponsor- 
ing agencies, all of whom perform a major role in adult education 
in Wisconsin, 


This group of state-level agency people meets on a monthly 
basis and goes by the odd but somewhat appropriate name of "The 
Interagency Sack Lunch Comnittee"--it meets at noon, and all its 
members regularly tote their sack lunches, Because the experience 
of this group has proven so valuable to its members and because of 
their concern for closer co-operation among adult education agencies 
at both the state and local level, it was appropriate for this group 
and its parent agencies to promote this same sort of activity at 
the local level, It has attempted to do this through sponsoring both 
this and the first interagency conference held at Green Lake, 
Wisconsin, 


Planning for the Conference 


It cannot be said with any reasonable degree of accuracy just 
when planning for this second conference got under way, Perhaps the 
"seed" was planted at that first interagency conference, but it 
didn't begin to sprout until much later, and it really wasn't until 
mid-1958 that the "Sack Lunch Committee" began to think seriously 
about sponsoring a second conference, 
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After a number of meetings of both the entire Sack Lunch Committee 
and a special conference-plamning subcommittee, the objectives of the 
second conference were stated as follows: 


I, To bring together teams representing the local and state staffs 
of four adult education agencies in Wisconsin to: 


A, Help develop a feeling of commonalty of interest in adult 
education 


B, Become better acquainted with other agencies, programs, and 
staffs 


C, Study critical problems of adult education as related to 
their jobs 


II, To sharpen the focus of adult education programs based on: 
A, Research about adult learning and interests 


B, Research about our clientele 


C, Planning for future emphasis 


To carry out the local and state "adult education team" approach 
mentioned in the objectives above required some specialized planning 
and, of course, necessitated making attendance somewhat selective 
at the outset, Since the local, as well as the state-level, team 
approach was to be used, it was necessary to give preference to those 
counties where at least three of the four local counterparts of the 
four sponsoring agencies have current and ongoing programs, 


Invitations were sent to local team members in about 20 counties 
at the beginning, From the responses to these invitations came 8 
conference participants from 15 counties, in addition to 18 repre- 
sentatives from the four state agencies, 


The Opening Session 


The opening session of the conference was a symposium on the 
topic, "Whom We Serve," This beginning session was planned to 
acquaint all participants with the clientele of each of the agencies, 
and as a basis for the further exploration of questions related to 
problems of service, 


Describing the clientele of their respective agencies were 
Kenneth F, Duchac, Wisconsin Free Library Commission; Harold W, 
Montross, Extension Division, University of Wisconsin; Vernon Swenson, 
State Board of Vocational and Adult Education; and David H, Williams, 
University of Wisconsin, Co-operative Extension Services, 
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Using the most recent studies available on a local, state-wide, 
or national basis, each symposium member attempted to give a rather 
concise description of the clientele his agency is presently serving, 
Age, sex, and other personal characteristics were used by the sym- 
posium members to describe the people served, The presentations and 
discussion following revealed that each agency can point to a fairly 
specific and somewhat homogeneous group as the major portion of its 
users, 


During the course of the four presentations and the subsequent 
discussion, a number of significant questions were raised, Is it 
more important to know whom we serve or whom we do not serve? Can 
program needs and emphases be determined by studies of present 
clientele? Why should an agency know its clientele? What things 
should we know about an agency's clientele? Should a special attempt 
be made to define agency roles at the local and/or state level? 


Following the "Whom We Serve" session, the participants broke 
up into buzz sessions by agency--vocational and adult school people 
in one group, library delegates in another group, Agricultural and 
Home Economics Extension personnel in a third, and University Ex- 
tension Division representatives in a fourth group, These groups 
continued to explore the topic, "Whom We Serve," giving special 
emphasis to local situations, 


Adult Learning and Interests 


At the evening session on the first day, Dr, Howard Y, McClusky, 
University of Michigan, spoke on the topic, "Significant Research 
About Adult Learning and Interests," A digest version of his pre- 
sentation appears on pages 220-222 of this issue of the Bulletin, 


Following Dr, McClusky's address, a panel and the audience 
reacted to it and discussed the topic, "Forces Influencing Adult 
Interests," On the reacting panel were Eugene Lehrman, Director, 
Vocational and Adult School, Kenosha; Roger Axford, Assistant 
Director, Racine Extension Center; Richard Schuster, Brown County 
Agricultural Agent; and Gertrude Thurow, Librarian, La Crosse 
Public Library, 


Adult Education in the 1960’ s 


{This is a condensation and summary of a talk delivered by 
G, E, Watson, Superintendent, State Department of Public 
Instruction, prepared by the Editor,] 


Mr, Watson prefaced his remarks with the statement that he saw 
his job at this conference as that of "stimulator" or perhaps 
"irritant"--and, judging from the reactions and discussion of the 
agency~head panel that followed his remarks, he did accomplish that 


purpose very well, 
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Quoting directly from the Wisconsin Statutes, Mr, Watson pro- 
ceeded to review the duties and powers of the four participating 
agencies--the State Board of Vocational and Adult Education, the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission (and local public libraries), 
the University of Wisconsin Extension Division, and the Co-opera- 
tive Extension Service, 





It had been said by the State Superintendent before this re- 
view that "statutes are interesting," And interesting indeed was 
the reciting of the various laws pertaining to the powers and duties 
of the four agencies; because for many of those listening it must 
surely have been the first time they had heard them quoted together, 
Without doubt, most of those in attendance were impressed--and 
perhaps surprised--by the overlapping authority for discharging the 
adult education functions of the State, 


Upon completing his review of the statutory provisions for adult 
education through the programs of the four agencies sponsoring the 
conference, Mr, Watson said he was convinced that:"(1) Wisconsin be- 
lieves in adult education, (2) Wisconsin's statutorily expressed 
areas of adult education concern--give much more emphasis to rural 
as contrasted to urban educational services, and much more emphasis 
to vocational rather than academic or general educational tasks, 

(3) While there is considerable opportunity and authority for co- 
operation and nonduplication, there is no requirement for collabora- 
tion and no single designation of responsibility in several fields, 
(4) There is considerable emphasis on organized learning as contrasted 
with individual growth and development, 


Mr, Watson continued by saying, "As I look into the sixties-- 
remembering the problems faced by the various boards of which I am 
a member and those local boards with which I have official contact-- 
I fear, I believe, I recommend--depending on your point of view 
(unless the public is convinced that many more tax dollars should 
go to education): 


1, I believe that,in any emerging competition for tax dollars 
between the education of youth and the education of adults, the 
education of youth will win, 


2, I believe that,in any emerging competition between organized 
formal education and informal education, formal education will 
win, 


3, I believe there can be no defense of publicly financed competi- 
tive services--competing either with other public services or 
with successful private services, 


4. I believe every educational commnity should, in self-defense, 
and every present agency should, in self-defense and in good 
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civic leadership, organize and join in a little ‘Co-ordinating 
Committee, '" 


After making these provocative and stimlating statements, Mr, 
Watson, in concluding, said, "I remind you of two thoughts: 


1, These are not the only four agencies authorized to act within 
the field of adult education, Section 0,30(6) (Wisconsin 
Statutes), in describing the powers of regular school districts, 
states: ‘Any school board may provide free lectures on educa- 
tional subjects, in the school buildings, in public library 
buildings or in other suitable places, and provide for the fur- 
ther education of the adult residents of the district, The 
board may purchase books, stationery, charts, and other things 
necessary to conduct said lectures and may designate some person 
to manage such lectures,! 


2, I believe so strongly in adult education that I urge you to 
examine your structure, your objectives, and your activities, 
realizing that not one of you is guaranteed a state monopoly 
in any field," 








Left to right: H, L, Ahlgren, S, Janice Kee, C, L, Greiber, and 
L, H, Adolfson 
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Following Mr, Watson's presentation was a panel discussion whose 
purpose it was to react to the address, The panel, composed of L, H, 
Adolfson, Director, Extension Division, University of Wisconsin; H, 

L, Ahlgren, Associate Director, Co-operative Extension Service; C, L, 
Greiber, Director, State Board of Vocational and Adult Education; 

and S, Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, was 

a very umusual one--indeed, almost a historic event--in that it brought 
together around one table the heads of four State agencies that have 

a major role in the education of adults in Wisconsin, 


If anyone had an idea that everything Mr, Watson said would be 
accepted without question or comment, this idea must have been cast 
aside shortly after his closing remarks, Several panel members ob- 
jected to the terms "winning" or "losing" in connection with the 
"competition for the tax dollar," which Mr, Watson had mentioned 
earlier, It was suggested by one panel member that adult education 
will not "lose out;' but the agencies responsible for its promotion 
will certainly have to work harder to get their share of the tax 
dollar, 


After reacting rather specifically to Mr, Watson's address, the 
panel launched into a general discussion of adult education in 
Wisconsin, During the discussion and following this stimlating 
session of the conference, a number of vitally important questions 
were raised, Are we willing to share programs and clientele? Are 
we willing to surrender some programs and some clientele? Are we 
willing to support the programs and needs of the other agencies 
when we feel that our own needs are not being met? Can solutions 
be found to the problem of determining the primary roles of agencies 
in the commnity? Are we willing to look honestly at the question 
of how the educational needs of adults in Wisconsin can best be met 
in the long run? Are present agencies adequate for the task? What 
should be the role of the public school system in Wisconsin in 
adult education? How can we put more "culture" into the present 
adult education programs? 


Teamwork Sessions 


Following the panel discussion, the participants were divided 
into community teams for work sessions, The "teams" remained to- 
gether for practically the remainder of the conference, except for 
several short sessions, On Tuesday evening, a group of "Sack Lunch 
Committee" members added a light touch to the conference with the 
presentation of several skits based on the activities of the sack 
lunch group, Several short reporting sessions were held, also, and, 
on the final day before conference adjournment, agency representatives 
were brought back together with their colleagues from around the State 
for a short "What does this mean for us?" session, 
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All that was said and done in the work sessions cannot, of 
course, be reported here, It would be somewhat immodest--and 
perhaps inaccurate--to say that everything uttered was significant, 
but there was a lively discussion of many significant problems 
facing adult educators today, Needless to say, not a whole lot of 
answers or solutions were arrived at, but no one could deny that 
the conferees had a lot of ideas and questions to take home and 
ponder over in the coming months, The following pertinent questions 
that were raised and discussed in the teamwork sessions are listed 
below, for the continuous consideration and appropriate action by 
adult educators in Wisconsin: 


ct How can we make people aware of the currently available oppor- 
tunities in adult education? Can this problem be attacked with 
an interagency public information program? 


2, How can we lear to identify the needs of adults in relation to 
an ever-changing society, and how can the roles of specific 
agencies be defined in the fulfillment of those needs? 


3. How can a sound structure for co-operation among agencies be 
established and maintained? 


. How can co-operation be extended to the actual sharing of re- 
sources to get the job done? 


5. How, with all the present legal limitations of boundaries, 
finances, etc,, can we assure adult education opportunities for 
all the people in a given area--or in the State? 


6, How can the identification of the present adult educational role 
of a given institution (through study of its present clientele) 
contribute to increased co-operation between it and the other 
adult education agencies in the community? 


7. How can the problem of co-ordination of adult education agencies 
at the state level be attacked from the local level? 


8, How can an adult education council be organized? 


9, How can we better understand the purposes, programs, geographical 
areas, methods, and personnel of related agencies and devise 
appropriate means of relating our agency to them? 


10, How can adult education agencies develop a common frontal attack 
on areal or regional problems common to all agencies? 


li, Is there a need for the formulation of a common philosophy of 
adult or contiming education; a unified concept of commnity 
adult education? 
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12, Should adult education agencies engage in co-operative investi- 
gations of total community resources available for adult educa- 
tion programs? 


13, Should some attempt be made at interagency counseling and re- 
ferral programs? 


14, How can adult education agencies awaken all citizens to the 
urgency and importance of continuing education in the areas of 
ideas, politics, morality, etc,--areas apart from occupations 
or education for fun or profit? 


15. Should adult education programs be provided on a social stratum 
or occupational basis? 


16, Is it desirable to encourage public schools to take a more active 
part in the adult education movement? Is there a danger that 
public schools might throw their weight against adult education 
and in favor of contimed enrichment of programs for children and 
youth? 


17, Are there agencies other than the four sponsoring ones and public 
schools which should also participate in the total adult educa- 
tion programing for communities? 


18, Should a study be conducted by the four sponsoring State agencies 
to identify existing relationships between agencies--program areas 
and activities, at both the state and local level? 


19, What is the nature of the existing govermmental structure and 
financial support patterns influencing the development of adult 
education organization and programs? 


20, How accessible are the needed adult learning resources--buildings, 
facilities, staff, and programs, etc,--to the people of the State? 


21, Do we need to put more cultural content in adult education pro- 
grams? 


Summary 


The foregoing questions are indicative of the high-level perform 
ance that characterized this conference throughout, But perhaps even 
more important than the significant questions raised is the fact that 
this meeting brought together many local community adult education 
teams for the first time--in spite of the fact that their home offices 
many times are in the same city} Yes, it is unfortunate in a sense that 
it took a state-level conference--at perhaps 100 miles’ distance--to 
bring some of these local people together, But it does seem that, having 
once been accomplished, the chances for the same people getting together 
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"back home" seem much increased, In fact, a mumber of specific 

plans for establishing and improving work relationships among adult 
education agencies at the local level grew out of this 1959 con- 
ference, And actually such plans are not limited to the local level 
either--the State agencies themselves gave at least tentative approval 
to a plan to do a study which would identify the existing relation- 
ships among agencies at both the state and local level, 


It does seem that the decision of the conference planners to use 
the "commnity team" approach was a particularly wise one, especially 
with the conference's objectives being what they were, Final attend- 
ance figures indicate that 15 counties-~Brown, Dane, Douglas, Eau 
Claire, Fond du Lac, Kenosha, La Crosse, Langlade, Manitowoc, Marathon, 
Milwaukee, Racine, Shawano, Winnebago, and Wood--were represented by 
48 local persons and that four State agencies had 18 representatives 
present, although some of the latter were not full-time attendees, 


Of the 15 local teams represented at the conference, six were 
complete teams--that is, there was a public librarian, a vocational 
and adult school director, a county agricultural agent, and an Ex- 
tension Center director or area representative on the team, Of the 
remaining nine county teams, four had three team members, four had 
two team members, and one county, Fond du Lac, was represented by 
only one member of the local team, the county agricultural agent, 


Co-operative Extension Service and public libraries were repre- 
sented by the largest number of local people, both agencies being 
represented by 1 persons, However, Co-operative Extension's 1) 
conferees represented 1) out of the 15 counties in attendance, whereas 
the 1) public librarians represented 12 county teams, The University 
Extension Division was represented by 12 conferees from 11 counties; 
the vocational and adult schools, by seven delegates from seven 
counties; and one superintendent of a public school system was 
present, 


If one were to point to any significant achievement of this con- 
ference, it would most likely be to say that it stimulated a lot of 
thinking and questions on the matter of interagency co-operation at 
both the state and local level, Certainly, the conferees representing 
all four of the adult education agencies are more aware of the need 
for increased interagency co-operation, and most likely all are able, 
too, to see more clearly the opportunities for such activity, One 
shouldn't assume that the closing note was one of complete optimism 
about the future, however, since a number of people at the conference 
realized that co-operation among the four State agencies--and their 
local counterparts--"has a price" and presents many problems, The 
resolution of some of these problems will take some deep soul search- 
ing and some give~and-take (and a great deal of patience on everyone's 
part), The 2nd Interagency Conference on Adult Education in Wisconsin, 
however, unquestionably set the stage for the serious consideration 
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of important questions and problems facing adult educators every- 
where, Finding answers to these and related problems and questions 
may in large part determine whether adult educators in Wisconsin 
are able to attain their objective, a better informed and more com- 
petent citizenry, 


He eH 


‘*sOW PUBLIC IS YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY?’ ’ 


Tape Recordings of WHA Radio Series 
on Public Library Services Now Available on Loan 


Beginning on October 22, 1958, state radio station WHA began 
broadcasting a series of 12 half-hour programs on modern library 
service, Prepared by the WHA staff, in co-operation with the Wis- 
consin Free Library Commission, this series, entitled "How Public 
Is Your Public Library?" was designed to show the different services 
offered by various public libraries in the State, and to give a 
picture of public library service on a state-wide basis, emphasizing 
the need and possibilities for improvement, 


No doubt many librarians, library board members, and others 
interested in public library service heard at least part of the 
broadcasts, which ended on January 7, 1959, But if your library 
staff, library board members, or others in your community didn't hear 
any or all of the series and would still welcome an opportunity to 
hear them, they may do so by borrowing the tape recordings from the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 


The titles for the 12 tape recordings are as follows: (1) The 
Public Library in Wisconsin (Introduction), (2) Public Library 
Services: Information (Eau Claire and New Lisbon), (3) Public Li- 
brary Services: The Community Approach (Shawano and Wausau), (1) 
Public Library Services: The Arts (Oconomowoc and Superior), (5) 
Public Library Services: Adult Education (La Crosse and Wausau) 
(6) Public Library Services: Work With Children (Green Bay), (73 
Public Library Services: Work With Youth (Milwaukee), (8) Public 
Library Services: Meeting Special Needs (Madison and * Wausau), (9) 
Public Library Services: Taking Books to People (Madison), (io) 
Building Better Libraries in Southwest Wisconsin, (11) Building 
Better Libraries in Northern Wisconsin, and (12) Building Better 
Libraries in Metropolitan Areas, 


(Continued on p. 244) 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 











{Editor's note: The material for this column is gleaned 
from news releases, correspondence, newspaper clippings, 
other printed materials, and any other source by which 
the Commission is able to learn of things of interest to 
Wisconsin librarians and trustees, To make this colum 
as interesting and useful as possible, you are invited 
to send news items to the Wisconsin Library Bulletin 
Editor, State Capitol, Madison, Wisconsin,] 





F rom Wisconsin Libraries 


NEENAH = After 5 years of devoted service, May Hart has retired 
as head librarian of the Neenah Public Library, Miss Hart started 
working at the Neenah library in 191) and in 1928 was appointed as 
head librarian, a position she has held continuously since that 
time, Mrs, Dorothea C, Johnson is now acting head librarian, 


FOND DU LAC - A Book Drive conducted jointly by the Public Library 
and Junior Chamber of Commerce netted about 2,000 volumes for the 
Fond du Lac Public Library, Eugene McLane, librarian, noted that 
about one-fourth of them would be usable and that their value 

would be approximately $2,000, Several valuable items were received, 


FENNIMORE - The Southwest Library Processing Center was formally 
opened on May 15, Located in the Dwight Parker Public Library in 
Fennimore, this processing center performs centralized book order- 
ing and processing for 18 libraries in five southwestern counties, 
It was made possible by funds allotted to the Free Library Commis- 
sion under provisions of the Library Services Act, 


WHITEFISH BAY - Janet Eggum has been appointed as the new head li- 
brarian of the Whitefish Bay Public library, Miss Eggum was 
previously with the Milwaukee Public Library system, 


HALES CORNERS - Residents of Greenfield and Hales Corners in 
Milwaukee County started receiving their first bookmobile service 
on April 2, 


HORTONVILLE - Voters in the village of Hortonville decided to erect 
a new library building in a referendum ballot, April 7, 185 to 132, 
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RACINE = A $20,000 bequest was provided for the Racine Public Library 
by the will of Mary A, Egan, who was a professional librarian in other 
cities for 47 years, Miss Fgan was born in Racine and had lived there 
for 12 years before her death on March 6, Income from the trust is to 
be used for the purchase of reference works, 


MANITOWOC - The West Branch Library of the Manitowoc Public Library 
has been renamed the Nettie Watts Branch Library in honor of Miss Watts, 
who gave 50 years of service to the public library system, 


CHIPPEWA FALLS - a new baby stroller has been added to the equipment 
at the Chippewa Falls Public Library, The stroller has been purchased 
for the accommodation of young mothers, fond grandparents, etc,, who 
come to the library with a small child, It will enable them to spend 
more time in selecting books, without having to carry either child or 
books, as the stroller has a book bag attached to the handle, 


OSHKOSH - The Oshkosh Public Library will spend an estimated $35,000 
for improvements to the library, including the addition of a floor 
above the stacks, The additional floor will add some 1,350 square feet 
of floor space, 


LAKE GENEVA - Mrs, Ethel Brann, head librarian at the Lake Geneva 
Public Library, has left on a tour of several Commnist countries with 
a group of adults and high school students, The six-week tour began 
June 22, when the group left Madison by plane, 


KAUKAUNA = The Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library has an- 
nounced the resignation of William Sloggy as head librarian of the 
Kaukauna Public Library, Mr, Sloggy will assume the position of head 
librarian of the Ashland, Wisconsin, Public Library sometime in April, 


MARSHFIELD - Construction of Marshfield's new public library building 
is slated to start as soon as weather conditions permit, Contracts 
have already been let for the major portion of the construction, The 
total cost of the library is expected to be about $250,000, 


LA CROSSE =- At a pre-National Library Week kickoff in La Crosse, 
Senator Alexander Wiley urged expansion and improvement of the nation's 
library system to meet needs in this technological age, Senator Wiley 
said, "Despite constructive efforts by a great many communities, how- 
ever, there are still about 600,000 people in Wisconsin who do not 
have local service, according to estimates based on high library serv- 
ice standards, Also, there are almost three million who do not have 
adequate service,,." This is a tremendous challenge for the future, 


APPLETON - Alice Dresser, Madison elementary school librarian, has 
been appointed Appleton children's librarian, She will assume her 
new position about July 1, Miss Dresser replaces Janet Meili, who 
resigned, 
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WAUPUN - A gift of money has been presented to the Waupun Public 
Library in memory of the late Alfred G, Gibbons by the Liberty Lodge 
Local 1516, of the Shaler Company and the National Rivet and Manu- 
facturing Company, This money is to be used for the purchase of 
books, 


UNION GROVE - The Library Board of Union Grove has received a bequest 
of $2,000 from the late W, E, Howarth to be used to help equip a 
children's reading room, 


HORICON - Mrs, Lawrence Lehmann has been appointed the new Dodge 
County children's librarian, 


MILWAUKEE - A schedule has been set up for the Milwaukee Public 
Library's bookmobile, which began a six-month demonstration period 
recently, The bookmobile was bought with federal funds ($22,000), 
Eight suburbs will be served in the demonstration, Suburbs which 
then decide they want the service will pay for it on a cost basis, - 


BURLINGTON - The Burlington Library Board recently voted to request 
the City Council to investigate the possibility of purchasing a 
building known as the "Kroger" building for use as a public library, 
The building has been offered to the city for a reported $50,000, 

If the building were acquired, it would then triple the space avail- 
able in the present library quarters, 


MILWAUKEE - The Llewellyn Neighborhood Library was recently rededi- 
cated after a remodeling and enlarging job that cost $150,000, It 
will have about 0,000 books and represents another step forward in 
Milwaukee's long-range program to rebuild the city's neighborhood 
library system, There are now 17 neighborhood libraries in Milwaukee, 


CLINTONVILLE - The 75th anniversary of the Finney Public Library was 
observed during the period May 8-18 by a series of exhibits and 
events sponsored by various community groups, The library had its 
beginnings in 188), when the Rev, A, C, Newcomb of the Congregational 
Church purchased a half dozen of the "Pansy" books for his Sunday 
school students, 


CASSVILLE - A $2,000 trust fund was recently bequeathed to the village 
of Cassville by the late Mrs, Jane Grimm Colburn, Income from the 
trust funds is to be used to buy new books for the Cassville Public 
Library, 


PRICE COUNTY - A County Library Committee was recently created by 
the County Board of Supervisors, The committee is to survey and 
study library conditions and needs in Price County, 


RACINE - A bequest of more than $5,000 left to the Racine Public 
Library by the late Laura Williams will be used to buy books for 
children, according to a recent decision of the Library Board, 
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Awarcé for Authors and Illustrators of Children's Literature Announced, 
e laura 8 der Award e given in y the American 
Librery Association, Children's Services Division, to an author or 
illustrator whose works, published in the United States, have made a 
substantial and lasting contribution to literature for children, 
There is no stipulation as to the exact mumber of books he has pro- 
duced, although a body of work is implied, to the subject matter, or 
to the span of years his work represents, It is desirable that the 
nominee be still living, but this is not inherent in the terms of 
the award, The recipient of the award will be determined by a vote 
of the membership of the ALA Children's Services Division, The 
selection is a two-year project, A nominating vote is in process, 
with June 1, 1959, as the closing date, From these nominations the 
committee will prepare a ballot, which will be submitted to the member- 
ship for the final vote in the fall of 1959, The medal will be 
awarded at the ALA conference in Montreal in 1960, Members of the 
Children's Services Division and groups of children's and school li- 
brarians are urged to send nominations by June 1, 1959, to: Rosemary 
E, Livsey, Chairman, Laura Ingalls Wilder Award Committee, los Angeles 
Public Library, 630 West Fifth Street, Los Angeles 17, California, 


From Around the Country 


University of Illinois' Sixth Allerton Park Institute Announced, 

The fole of Classification in the Modern Library will be the subject 
of an institute to be conducted by the University of Dllinois Library 
School and the University Extension Division at Allerton House, 
Monticello, Illinois, November 1-, 1959, This institute, the sixth 
in the library school series of Allerton Park Institutes, is addressed 
to all librarians who have a basic interest in the nature and function 
of classification in libraries of today and tomorrow, Leaders from 
the field of classification will discuss such questions as whether 
classification is accomplishing its stated aims, the value of the 
classified catalog in research libraries, the use of Library of 
Congress classification for research collections, the problems in- 
volved in classifying special collections, and what the future can be 
expected to produce, The Institute Pl Committee consists of 
Frances B, Jenkins, Donald Strout, Harold Lancour, and Thelma Eaton, 
chairman, For more complete information, write Miss Eaton, c/o 
University of Illinois Library School, Urbana, Illinois, 





New Educational Media Research Grants Announced by U,S,0,E, Upon 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee on New Educational Media, 
established under the provisions of Title VII of the National Defense 
Education Act, Commissioner of Education, Lawrence G, Derthick, has 
announced approval for negotiation of 35 high priority research 
projects, Selections were made after careful review of more than 200 
applications from institutions and agencies, 89 of which were found 
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to have high research value, The 15 with highest priority have 
exhausted the initial appropriation of $500,000 for the fiscal 

year 1959, The first 15 approved applicants included a state de- 
partment of education, a county board of public instruction, 10 
colleges and universities, and two nonprofit organizations, All of 
the first 15 applications approved are for research and experimanta- 
tion on the more effective utilization of television and other eudio- 
visual media, 


Council on Library Resources Reports $03,361 Appropriated for 2 
New Projects, Appropriations totaling $403, 301 in support of 32 
new projects are reported in the second annual report of the Council 
on Library Resources, Inc, The Council, established with a grant 
from the Ford Foundation, is concerned with supporting research 
projects that are directed toward solving some of the basic problems 
involved in meeting the objectives of library work, According to 
the report, the ultimate objective of library work is to provide 
"the reader, no matter where he may be, with the information as to 
what recorded knowledge exists applicable to his interest, and to 
be able to furnish him with the relevant portion of that record,no 
matter where it may be located," Grants for projects to solve a 
variety of problems which confront librarians in meeting the ob- 
jectives of library work have been made, They have included such 
things as experimentation with the use of television to consult 
library card catalogs at a distance, development of a convenient, 
inexpensive hand reader for use with microcopied materials, support- 
ing an American Library Association project for testing and standardi- 
zation of library equipment, etc, In concluding his report for the 
fiscal year 1957-58, Verner W, Clapp, President of the Council, 
wrote, "The techniques of photography--and perhaps someday those of 
telefacsimile also--promise to reduce the barriers to inquiry by 
strides as great as did the invention of printing from movable type 
five hundred years ago," 





Memorial Scholarship Fund Honoring U,W, Library School Alumnus An- 
nounced, The School of Library science of the University of 
Southern California is attempting to establish a Memorial Scholar- 
ship Fund to honor and perpetuate the memory of Althea Warren, Miss 
Warren was the head of the Los Angeles Public Library and, before 
that, head of the San Diego Public Library, Upon retirement from 
administrative duties, she taught in the library schools of the 
University of Michigan, the University of Wisconsin, and the Uni- 
versity of Southern California, She served a term as President of 
the American Library Association, and was head of the Victory Book 
Campaign during World War II, Miss Warren, a native of Illinois, 
attended the Wisconsin Library School during the 1910-11 academic 
year, and became one of its most illustrious alumi, She taught at 
the Library School in Madison in the first semester of 1950-51, 
just 40 years after graduation, Contributions to the Scholarship 
Fund may be sent to: Martha Boaz, School of Library Science, 
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University of Southern California, Los Angeles 7, California, Checks 
should be made payable to: The School of Library Science, University 
of Southern California, and marked "For the Althea Warren Memorial 
Scholarship Fund," Contributions made to this fund are income-tax 
deductible, 


Tenth Annual National Film and Filmstrip Awards Presented, Fifty-nine 
top films and fiimstrips were awarded "Education's Oscars" at the 10th 
Annual National Film and Filmstrips Awards, sponsored recently by 
Scholastic Teacher Magazine, The Scholastic Teacher Film Awards Program 
was started ten years ago to honor the outstanding motion pictures and 
filmstrips prepared for educational use, media which have made increasing- 
ly important contributions to all levels of education, This year, a 
nationwide panel of audio-visual education experts named a total of 59 
films and filmstrips as "outstanding" or "meritorious" in five cate- 
gories: Information Films for Grades 3-6; Information Films for Grades 
7-12; Industry Sponsored Films for Grades 3-12; Filmstrips for Grades 
3-63 and Filmstrips for Grades 7-12, A list of the winning releases 
appears in the May-8 issue of Scholastic Teacher, 








University of Chicago to Study Library Materials in Relation to Teaching 
Needs, A grant of $64,600 to the University of Chicago to study the 
scope and characteristics of the library materials required to support 

a high level of teaching and research was announced recently by the 
Council on Library Resources, Inc, The massive production of modern 
research literature is creating both an intellectual and a physical probe 
lem for contemporary scholars, According to the Council, the space prob- 
lems of large research libraries are among the most serious facing li- 
braries today, This grant will permit a detailed study of the types 

or categories of books that seem to have the greatest actual or poten~ 
tial value in research libraries, If valid distinctions of the actual 
or potential value to teaching and research can be made about books and 
documents, there may be very important modifications in the space re- 
quirements of research libraries and increased flexibility in the 
physical or other means by which such materials may be organized for 
use, without impairing the scholar's basic access to research materials, 
The study, which is expected to require about one year, may reveal 
subject areas where the annual rates of obsolescence are roughly equal 
to the rates of new production, permitting possible stabilization in 

the size of at least parts of working research collections, Most of 

the information for the study will be drawn from an analysis of the use 
of materials at the University of Chicago, but it is expected that re- 
lated information will also be collected from several other large re- 
search libraries, The project is very closely related to a study of 
"selective book retirement" at Yale University, also sponsored by the 
Council on Library Resources, Inc, 


New Children's Book Catalog Available, Over 2,700 of the best 
Children's books in print fs been annotated and carefully classi- 


fied by grade and by subject in a new catalog entitled Best Books 
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for Children, just published by the R, R, Bowker Company, Titles 
have been selected with the help of such well known experts in the 
juvenile field as Aileen O'Brien Murphy of the New York Public 
Library, Josette Frank of the Child Study Association of America, 

and Phyllis Fenner, librarian and well known writer, Among the 
published books and book lists consulted were those of May Hill 
Arbuthnot, Ann T, Eaton, Elvajean Hall, and Nancy Larrick, Each of 
the 2,700 book entries is coded to show whether it has been recom- 
mended by the ALA, the Children's Catalog, and the Library Journal 
and each title was checked with the publishers for svatistiiity and 
current selling price, The 192-page catalog includes books on 
everything to interest every young reader--ranging from the preschooler 
through the 9th grader, Librarians, educators, and parents alike 
will find this new book list a valuable guide in selecting from among 
the thousands of available children's books, Gaily illustrated and 
indexed by author, title, and illustrator, Best Books for Children 
is available from the R, R, Bowker Company, 62 West 45th Street, 

New York 36, New York, Price: $2 each net postpaid; 0% off on 5 
or more copies, 
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(Continued from p. 237) 


Any or all of these tapes would make the basis for a good 
library-sponsored discussion group on public library services, 
especially in localities where campaigns for better library service 
are going on, The tapes may be borrowed by individuals or by public 
libraries, Individuals having access to a public library should re- 
quest the tapes through their library; those not having access to 
a public library should request the tapes from: Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, Traveling Library and Extension Department, 

Box 610, Madison, Wisconsin, Please indicate on your request the 
name(s) of the tape(s) you want, The loan period will be determined 
by the use to be made of the tape(s), 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 











BEGIN MAKING YOUR PLANS NOW TO ATTEND...... 


the Association’ s 68th annual convention 


Planning is well under way for 1959 anmmal convention of the 
Wisconsin Library Association to be held on October 11-13 at the 
University of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Center Building, Madison, The 
1959 conference will be held in conjunction with the 6th annual meet- 
ing of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, 


Preconference Session, The "Work With the Senior Citizens Com- 
mittee" of WLA is planning a preconference session on the public li- 
braries' responsibility to senior citizens, This preconference session 
will be in the nature of a follow-up to the American Library Associa- 
tion's Institute on Library Service to an Aging Population, sponsored 
during the 1959 ALA Washington, D,C,, conference by ALA's Adult 
Services Division and the Office for Adult Education, The Washington 
conference was designed to help librarians recognize and define their 
responsibilities to an aging population, and to help them develop 
their knowledge of some types of library services which will carry 
out these responsibilities, Eleanor Phinney, Executive Secretary, 
ALA's Adult Services Division, will be the featured speaker at this 
event, The preconference session is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, 
October 11, from 2-) P.M, 





The 1959 Conference Program, At this writing, no definite theme 
has been selected for the OSth annual convention, but the program will 
be centered around the contribution that management has to make to the 
operation of public libraries, It is expected that the programs will 
stress management techniques that would enable a librarian to squeeze 
more money out of operating budgets for the purchase of books; one 
person said the conference should help librarians to get "More Book 
for a Buck," 





The keynote speaker for this year's conference will be Frazer G, 
Poole, Assistant Librarian, Santa Barbara College Library, University 
of California, at Goleta, Mr, Poole is the newly appointed director 
of ALA's Library Technology Project, designed to establish standards 
for library supplies and equipment, Other well known people who will 
round out the conference's program on management in the library are John 
T, Eastlick, Librarian, Denver Public Library, Denver, Colorado; Stewart 
W, Smith, Director, St, Louis County Library, Normandy, Missouri; and 
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one of the top people from the management firm of Cresap, McCormick, 
and Padget, 


At the banquet on the final day of the conference, those present 
will have an opportunity to hear Ralph G, Newman of the Abraham 
Lincoln Bookshop in Chicago talk on Abraham Lincoln and books, 


Even at this early date, it looks like both the preconference 
session and the conference itself will provide outstanding programs 
which librarians and library trustees across the State should con- 
sider attending, For further and more detailed information on the 
1959 conference, consult the next issue of the Bulletin and other 
announcements to be sent out by the Association, 





YOUR MEWBERSHIP COMMITTEE HAS THE ANSWER 


Reference Question: What is the Wisconsin Library Association? 





Answer: A group of librarians working together for the good of li- 
braries and librarianship in the State, 


Question: What does it do for me? 


Answer: Gives you a chance to help yourself and your library,,..to 
offer better service to your community, to promote libraries all over 
the State, to make progress in library methods and services, to keep 
out (or get out) of a rut--and to enjoy yourself! 





Now let us ask you one: What are you contributing to your 
Association,,,in time, ideas, service, money (membership) , enthusiasm? 


Time is flying,,, Only members in good standing will be listed 
in the Membership Directory to be published this fall, and June 30 
is the deadline, Send dues to Miss Martha J, Petty, Director of 
Children's Work, Gilbert M, Simmons Library, Kenosha, Wisconsin, ac- 
cording to the scale below, Be sure to give your name, position 
title, and library as you want them in the Directory, 











Individual Dues Institutional Dues 
Annual Salary Annual Budget 
Under $2,000 $2.00 Under $5,000 $ 2,00 
2000-2 , 999 3,00 5000-9 ,999 3,00 
3, 0003, 999 4,00 10,000-2),,999 6,00 
4,,000-,, 999 5.00 25, 000-9 ,999 9,00 
5,000-5,999 6.00 50,000=99 ,999 15,00 
6,000 and over 7,00 100,000 and over 30,00 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
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BOOK LISTS 














Reference Books of Recent Date 


ALL THE MEN OF THE BIBLE, Herbert Lockyer, 1958, 38lp, Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $95. 

3,000 names with varying description are in alphabetical order, 
Pronunciation is indicated and also the citation in the Bible, 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS MADE EASY; how to plan, organize and produce 
them for all kinds of organizations, John Donald Peel, 1959, 318p, 
Chilton, $5, 

The first section of the book discusses and directs ways in which 
plans can be made and an organization developed for implementing the 
plans; the second section contains a variety of ideas for use in cele- 
brating, There are two valuable pages on being a publicity chairman, 
pages 299 and 300, 


AW? THROUGH THE AGES, Helen Gardner, Revised under the Editorship 
of Sumner Mck, Crosby by the Department of the History of Art, Yale 
University, 1959, 8h0p, Harcourt, $8.95, 

The new format also adds to the appeal of this essential work, 


THE COMPREHENSIVE WORD GUIDE, Norman Lewis, 1958, 912p, Doubleday, 
$5.95. 

An aid to thinking clearly by virtue of its plan and arrangement, 
this is a guide that lists word choices with exact meanings according 
to 1,14 categories rather than in an alphabetical order, 


THE CONCISE CAMBRDIGE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, Edited by 
George Watson, 1958, 272p, Cambridge, $3.75, 

Includes the more important works of English literature from Caedmon 
to Dylan Thomas, 


CONCISE DICTIONARY OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY, Compiled by Sherwin 
Burickson, 1959, 216p, Philosophical Library, $4.75, 

A quick reference to persons, events, and organizations in the 
news through the World Wars to the present, Not basic, 


CYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD AUTHORS, Edited by Frank N, Magill, 1958, 
1200p, Harper, 98,95, 

Contains 758 authors, a brief biographical listing, and further 
references, plus a list of principal works, 
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DICTIONARY OF ABSTRACT PAINTING; with a history of abstract painting, 
F, L, Berckelaers, 1957, 305p, Tudor, $6.95, 

This work gives a comprehensive, historical survey of the subject 
in Part I and a dictionary arrangement of brief biographies of 
artists, Abounds with small reproductions in color and includes a 
chronological table of abstract art, 


DICTIONARY OF ASTRONOMY AND ASTRONAUTICS, Armand Spitz and Frank 
Gaynor, 1959, 39p, Philosophical Library, $6, 

Concise definitions of over 2,200 terms and concepts are arranged 
alphabetically, 


DICTIONARY OF PAPAL PRONOUNCEMENTS, LHO XIII TO PIUS XII, Compiled 
by Sister M, Claudia, I,H.M. 1958, 216p, Kenedy, $6,50, 

777 pronouncements are entered in bold type and followed by a 
description of contents and listing of sources, 


ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR CHURCH GROUP LEADERS, Edited by Lee J, Gable, 
1959, 633p, Association Press, $7.95. 

For volunteer leaders who work with groups of young people, this 
compilation has the most value, 


FNCYCLOPEDIA OF THE PAPACY, Hans Kihner, 1958, 29p. Philo- 
sophical Library, $6, 

Concise historical accounts of the popes are arranged in chrono- 
logical sequence, The human-interest items make this a readable 
book, also, 


THE FAMILY MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA, Justus J, Schifferes, Ph,D, 1959, 
617p, Little, $4.95. 

An authoritative guide that requires a reader with some under- 
standing of medical terms and concepts, A mumber of terms, such as 
heart disease, are explained at some length, 


A FIELD GUIDE TO REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF THE U.S, AND CANADA 
ea THE 100TH MERIDIAN, Roger Conant, 1958, 366p, Houghton, 
$3.95. 

In the Peterson Field Guide series, this title carries the same 
format and purpose in presenting reliable data on more than 3,000 
living reptiles and amphibians, 


A FIELD GUIDE TO TREES AND SHRUBS,,,THAT GROW IN NORTHEASTERN AND 
NORTH-CENTRAL U.S, AND IN SOUTHEASTERN AND SOUTH-CENTRAL CANADA, 
George A, Petrides, 1958, 3lp, Houghton, $3.95, 

The Latin terminology following the common name of the species 
described adds to the usefulness of this reference for the layman, 


GOLD IN YOUR ATTIC, Van Allen Bradley, 1958, 277p, Fleet, $5.95, 
Listed in March-April Wisconsin Library Bulletin, 
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HANDBOOK OF CO-ED TEEN ACTIVITIES, Edythe and David DeMarche, 1958, 
640p, Association Press, $7.95, 

A source of ideas and directions for parties, stunts, and hobbies, 
presented in a breezy but informative way, An extensive bibliography 
is included, 


MARCH 'S THESAURUS=DICTIONARY, Francis Andrew March and Francis A, 
March; issued under the editorial supervision of Norman Cousins, 
1958, 120p, Hanover House, $9.75, 

"A ready-reference book for people who work with words," The 
supplement of 1,800 words introduced since the year 1900 is fascinat- 
ing, Pronunciation is not indicated, 


MEN OF SCIENCE IN AMERICA, Bernard Jaffe, 1958, 715p, Simon and 
Schuster, $6.95, 

Interestingly presents the growth of science in the U,S, through 
linking the personalities and the times with their contributions, 
The index and the bibliography add a reference value, 


1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT ASTRONOMY, James S, Pickering, 1958, 
420p, Dodd, $6, 

Similar to the other titles, this offers an excellent bibliography 
for the layman, as well as answers to anticipated questions, 


1001 QUESTIONS ANSW=RED ABOI'T BIRDS, Allan and Helen Cruickshank, 
1958, 291p, Dodd, $5, 

The question-answer method makes for a pleasant serving of informa- 
tion, the index is useful for quick reference, and the subject divi- 
sion is most helpful to the student, 


1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT THE NEW SCIENCE, David 0, Woodbury, 
1959, 358p, Dodd, $6, 500 
Listed in Wisconsin Library Bulletin, March-April, 1959, 





1001 QUESTIONS ANSWcRED ABOUT THE WEATHER, Frank N, Forrester, 
1957, li9p, Dodd, $, 

Following the plan of the series, the questions revolve about 
a subject nucleus, 


SOULE'S DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SYNONYMS, Edited by Alfred D, 
Sheffield, 1959, 6llp, Little, $4.95, 
A reissue of the 1938 edition of this standard reference tool, 


WISCONSIN REAL ESTATE BROKERS' MANUAL, Elliot N, Walstead, 1958, 
1130, Available from the author, 74U North Plankinton éAve,, 
Milwaukee, Wis,, $3, 

% HH HH 
Helping the Mentally Retarded and Other Handicapped Children is a 
list recently compiled by the staff of the Traveling Library, 
Please request if you need a copy of this list, 
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BOOKS FOR ADULTS 


Edited by uth P. Swenson 











Of Wisconsin Interest 


Curti, Merle, The Making of an American Community; a case study 
of democracy in a frontier county, 1959, hop, Stanford Uni- 
versity Press, $8.50, 309.1775 

This thorough and well documented study of Trempealeau County 
will not be placed on all library shelves in Wisconsin, but there 
will be patrons in a number of commnities who will request this 
title, The thoughtful reader will appreciate the presentation 
and information in this valuable study, 





a Sister, My First Seventy Years, 1959, 172p, Macmillan, 
$3.50, 921 
Although this book carries the imprimatur and is thus recommended 
for Catholic readers, it has a message and appeal for the serious 
person who is interested in education and in a biography of a dedi- 
cated and cultivated person, As a native of Cumberland, Wisconsin, 
the author describes her days there and at Madison as a University 
student, and in a direct way tells of her decision to attend Saint 
Mary's College at Notre Dame, Indiana, This part of the story 
will have particular appeal for the young adult who is also faced 
with decisions influencing his future, The rest of the book re- 
counts work at Saint Mary's and experiences in travel and education 
in Europe, 





Religion and Social Sciences 





Hall, Clarence W, Adventurers for God, 1959, 205p, Harper, 
$3.75, Cataloged in Source, 266 
An elaboration of 13 stories published in the Reader's Digest, 

The work of these modern missionaries is dramatically told in 
terms which display their courage in the far corners of the world, 





O'Brien, Brian, She Had a Magic, 1959, 281p, Dutton, $4. 266 
Mary Slessor was a Scottish missionary who went to Africa in 1876, 
An old acquaintance said, "She had hands like a stonemason and her 
face was burned the color of old leather,,, She went barefoot, her 
wide skirts draggled with mud--except when they got too heavy for 
walking and she took 'em off," Life in the African bush as told in 
this biography is not romantic, One feels that a single, faltering 
misstep would resuit in a spear thrust and death for this rash, 
brave woman, She works her way through unknown jungle with fierce 
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energy in her attempt to save a life scheduled for extinction by 
tribal custom, Life in Africa is hot, dirty, primitive, savage, 

and she meets it with the courage needed to face black Africa 

alone, It is an appalling story, One has admiration for her, 
tempered with relief that all of us do not have the urge to civilize 
the Dark Continent, (HSB) 


Packard, Vance, The Status Seekers; an exploration of class behavior 
in America and the hidden barriers that affect you, your community, 
your future, 1959, 376p, McKay, $4.50, 301.44 
This digest of a number of sociological studies interwoven with the 
author's interviews and observations is presented in a clear and lively 
style that will appeal to a wide audience, The facts and the inter- 
pretation of the facts show how far we are from realizing our dream 
of equal opportunity for all, Some readers will be shocked by the 
revelations of some groups, 





Mowrer, Edgar Ansel, A Good Time to Be Alive, 1959, 179p, Duell, 
$3.50, Cataloged in Source, 327.73 

It is a challenge to work for the betterment of the human race, and 
it may be that the Communist World is forcing the Free World to take 
stock and prepare to defend itself, Mr, Mowrer scrutinizes our society 
for evidence that we can tighten our belts and marshal our forces to 
win a peace without violence, For the thoughtful reader, 





Bullitt, Stimson, To Be a Politician, 1959, 199p, Doubleday, 
$3.50, 329 
"This book examines the life led by politicians, their conditions 

of labor, habits of mind, the qualities which their work demands, 
and some of their trade secrets," The young Seattle lawyer speaks 
from his experience and close association to bring citizens under- 
standing of this important vocation, David Riesman has written a 
fitting introduction, 





Jackson, Barbara (Ward), Five Ideas That Change the World, 1959, 
188p, Norton, $3.75. 320,15 

These ideas, which are nationalism, industrialism, colonialism, com- 
munism, and internationalism, are examined in the light of the 
present problems, but with the perspective of history, A stimlating 
book for the thoughtful citizen, 





King, Edmund J, Other Schools and Ours, 1958, 23lp, Rinehart, a 
370,90 
For the general reader (parents in particular), this book will 
introduce the schools and home situations of Denmark, France, Great 
Britain, United States, the Soviet Union, and India, For the critical 
student there is data for deeper analysis and comparison, The author 
is on the staff of the University of London King's College, The 
selective bibliography is a valuable check list for library holdings, 
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Makris, John N, The Silent Investigators; the great untold story 
of the U.S, Postal Inspection Service, 1959, 319p, i, Se. 
363.4973 
An amazing collection of cases in lawbreaking through the mail 
service is gathered into types and presented in narrative style to 
lure the reader on and on, This book should awaken public awareness 
to the extent of crimes thus committed, 





Useful and Fine Arts--Literature 


Cantor, Alfred J, How to Lose Weight the Doctor's Way. 1959, 189p, 

Fell, $2.95. 616,398 
A practical primer on mental hygiene, Through check lists, devices, 

and minimum advice, Dr, Cantor plans a simple but demanding course 

for the person who is obese or needs to lose weight, 





Martin, Betty, No One Must Ever Know, 1959, 23lp, Doubleday, 
$3.75. 616,998 
For the reader who wishes to know how the young couple in Miracle 
at Carville managed to live in the world, this book will satisfy his 
curiosity but also claim his sympathy, This is also a statement 
of attitude toward Hansen's disease--an attitude that has its roots 

in the stories of the Old Testament, 





Hardy, Kay, Room by Room; a guide to wise buying, 1959, 232p, 
Funk & Wagnalis, $3.50. Cataloged in Source, 7h7 or 645 


Any person who contemplates furnishing or refurnishing any rooms 
will benefit by consulting the directions and advice given for each 
room, Helpful check lists are an aid to orienting the homemaker, 


Fogarty, Anne, Wife-Dressing, 1959, 19lp, Messner, $3, 66,3 
One of America's top designers advises the wife to choose clothing 

as an adornment and to discipline herself in grooming and shopping, 

Rules for dressing in a variety of situations are enlarged upon, 

and a glossary of terms is included, 





Wright, George, and Wright, Cora, How to Take Better Pictures of 
Your Family, 1958, 98p, Studio-Crowell, $3.98, 710,2 

An a book to challenge the amateur photographer to do his 
best by following the suggestions and directions, The many interest- 
ing photographs no doubt add to the cost, as well as to the enjoy- 
ment, 





Hyde, Stuart W, Television and Radio Announcing, 1959, \51p, 
Houghton, $8,50, 791,453 

A valuable book for instructing the television and radio announcer 
in his art, Part I discusses the types and techniques involved in 
announcing, and Part II is made up of exercises from real scripts, 
for practice, 
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Ferguson, Charles W, Say It With Words, 1959, 21kp, Knopf, 
$3.50, 808 

The aim of this book, written by the senior editor of the 
Reader's Digest, is to stimulate a love for language and to re- 
state the case for words as the best means of communication, 
Entertainingly written for the general reader who has a curiosity 
and a desire to improve his expression, 








Niland, D'Arcy, Be Your Own Editor; make your stories sell, 1959, 
128p, Barrows, $3. 808 .3 
A guide for judging the stories one has written in order to im- 
prove the manuscript before submitting it, A small book that en- 

courages the writer to work harder, 





Biography 


Howard, Ruth Leslie, A Quite Remarkable Father, 1959, 296p, 
Harcourt, $4.75. 921 
Ruth Leslie Howard's biography of her father is an intimate and 
personal description, Anyone who enjoyed seeing him act will take 
pleasure in reading the account of his life as it appeared to his 
daughter, He was lovable and charming, whimsical, and occasionally 
quite selfish and arbitrary, The honesty with which she assesses 
his personality gives value to the entire picture, There are a 
number of photographs which place him in his home background and 
others which bring to mind his delightful screen portrayals, (HSB) 





Parton, Margaret, The Leaf and the Flame, 1959, 277p, Knopf, 
$3956 921 

This is a distillation of the articles that appear to be timeless 
from the reporting of five years in India as a staff correspondent 
of the New York Herald Tribune and as the wife of a British corres- 
pondent, A very personal and observing account of revealing inci- 
dents is the result, The difficulties involved in procuring a 
layette is one humorous example, 








Payne, Robert, The Gold of Troy; the story of Heinrich Schliemann 
and the buried cities of ancient Greece, 1959, 273p, Funk & 
Wagnalls, $3.95, 921 
Reconstructing Mr, Schliemann's boyhood recalls a picture of 
Europe in the early 19th century, as well as a picture of a growing 
boy that leads to an understanding of the development of the man 
who became the first archeologist, The entire book has the quali- 
ties of excitement and extremes that make it difficult to believe 
that it is, indeed, a true story, An excellent book to add to the 
current interest in archeology, A Book of the Month choice, 





Ruth, Claire, The Babe and I, 1959, 215p, Prentice, $3.95, 921 
A straightforward story that reveals Babe Ruth as a human being 
by recounting his attitudes toward his friends and family and -relat- 
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ing little incidents that occurred during the Ruths' travels, 


Sarton, May, I Knew a Phoenix; sketches for an autobiography, 1959, 
222p, Rinehart, $3.75. 921 
The pages in the first section of the book reach back into the 
childhoods of the author's parents and describe incidents in their 
lives; the mother lived in Wales for a time, and Mr, Sarton lived in 
Holland, The reader gathers various impressions of the education 
of the great historian of science, of the experience of being con- 
quered by the German Army, of pulling up roots and coming to America, 
The second section of the book relates the interesting facts of the 
author's education in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and abroad, Patrons 
who are acquainted with the Sarton name will be eager for this book; 
others should be introduced to it, 





Scott, Robert Lee, Flying Tiger: Chennault of China, 1959, 285p, 
Doubleday, $3.95. 921 

Not primarily a biography but a description of the situation in 
the China theater during World War II, with an emphasis on the dif- 
ferences between General Stilwell and the conservative officers who 
had the authority, General Scott writes heatedly about an injustice 
he observed, 





Storm, John, The Valadon Drama; the life of Suzanne Valadon, 1959, 
259p. Dutton, 34.95, Seah 
A frank account of the life and loves of the mother of Maurice 
Utrillo, As an artist in her own right, she associated with many 
of the personalities of impressionist and postimpressionist periods 
rv —— For the library collections in which art is stressed, 
LL 





Travel and History 


Tredree, H, L, The Strange Ordeal of the Normandier, 1958, 23lp, 
Little, $3.95, 910,45 
This is not fiction but a true account of a terrifying voyage in 

which the crew of an English merchant ship become infected with 
black water fever, So many are ill that the boilers cannot be kept 
up, and the ship wanders off course, out of control, It takes the 
combined effort of two dying men to build up sufficient power to 
send an SOS for rescue, Very few remain alive when rescue comes, 
The impact of this experience on the young radio operator, not yet 
20, is felt by the reader as the days of despair and fear are 
described, (HSB) 





Cottrell, Leonard, Wonders of the World, 1959, 2h9p,. Rinehart, 
The author posed the question to himself and others: what are the 

seven wonders of the modern world? The last part of the book is 

concerned with the answer, and the first section traces a journey to 
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the first seven wonders through known classical descriptions and 
legends, A fascinating and informative book, 


Kane, Harnett T, The Golden Coast, 1959, 212p, Doubleday, $5, 
* 

The photographs are profuse, interesting, and well captioned, and 
the text is anecdotal, calling up the past, a fascinating character, 
or a bit of a story to reveal the Gulf Coast in its moods and industry 
and beauty, The chapter on the Ringlings and their museum at Sarasota 
will have local appeal, A book for all types of travelers, 





Casson, Lionel, The Ancient Mariners; seafarers and sea fighters of 
the Mediterranean in ancient times, 1959, 286p, Macmillan, $5.95, 
930 

Being a professor of classics and having the experience of giving 
popular lectures over the television combine into the talent that 
produced this highly informative and adventurous account of man's 
mastery of the sea, The book begins with man's first random at- 
tempts at floating in the sea and carries through to the Roman 
domination of the known world, 





Amrine, Michael, The Great Decision; the secret history of the 
atomic. bomb, 19597 2hip, Putnam, $3.95, Cataloged in Source, 
940, 54h2 

A dramatic unfolding of the way in which the decisions were 
made that led to the use of the atomic bomb, The conflict this 
brought to the conscience and judgment of the men faced with this 
destructive power is woven into this account by a man associated 
with atomic energy development as an interpreter to the public, 
Much of the book is based on published accounts by the leaders 
involved in this decision, 





Stern, Philip Van Doren, Secret Missions of the Civil War, 1959, 
320p, Rand, $5, Cataloged in Source, 973.785 
"Firsthand accounts by men and women who risked their lives in 

underground activities for the North and the South"--subtitle, 
This absorbing narrative,in which little known facts are brought 
to light, is arranged chronologically and based on the Union and 
Confederate secret service files, 


Carter, Hodding, The Scar; the story of reconstruction, 
1959,  25p, Soubleday™ 7 . 973.8 
An impressive title written by the liberal editor of the Delta 


Democrat and Times and one of the Mainstream of America series, 
this work aims at an unbiased narrative that examines all facts 
of life involved in this sad period of our history, The personal 
accounts add another dimension to this readable and detailed book, 
The bibliography will be helpful to the student of the period, 
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Fiction and Personal Narrative 


Ashton, Helen, The Hedge of Thorns, 1958, 273p, Dodd, $3.50, 
The potato famine in Ireland precipitated a crisis on the Kirwin 

estate where a young Englishwoman came as mistress, The story 

translates a national tragedy into one of personal proportions, 





Balmer, Edwin, With All the World Away, 1958, 277p. Longmans, 
$3.95. 

Three young people who come to New York with high hopes meet in 
this love story that involves a dedicated young woman physician, 





Bradbury, Ray, A Medicine for Melancholy, 1959, 2l0p, Doubleday, 
$3.75. 

Each of these 22 short stories etches an experience that is 
sometimes comic, but always touching, Each story is written with 
distinction and will delight the appreciative reader, A title to 
recommend as a source of readings for programs, 





Bridge, Ann, The Portuguese Escape, 1958, 278p, Macmillan, $3,95, 
A romantic novel with some of the beauties of Portugal as a back- 
drop, 





Cecil, Rachel, Theresa's Choice, 1958, 371p, Dodd, $3.50. 

A charming Fnglish novel that depicts young Theresa with three 
very different suitors, against the background of London and English 
country society before World War II, Lady Cecil draws a sympathetic 
picture of the English life that adds to the interest of Theresa's 
romance, Entertaining reading with the added value of authentic 
portrayal, 





Cheney, Brainard, This is Adam, 1958, 29lp, McDowell, Obolensky, 


$3.95. 
A sympathetic picture of the South and Negro-white relationships, 





Cooke, David C, The Post of Honor, 1958, 25lp, Putnam, $3.95, 
A fast paced story of Indian fighting that differs from the popu- 
lar fiction point of view, 





Daniel, Dorothy, Circle ‘Round the Square; pictures from an Iowa 
childhood, 1959, 2i8p, Funk, $3.95, Cataloged in Source, 818.5) 

Although Indianola was not a traveler's haven, children found 
enough activity to make life interesting, This recollection of 
Iowa days will find many nostalgic echoes in the hearts of middle- 
aged readers, 





Frank, Pat, Alas, Babylon, 1959, 25lp, Lippincott, $3.50, 

Alas, Babylon deals with the same problem as Nevil Shute's On the 
Beach, The atom bomb falls, and from there on what happens is the 
author's own Roman holiday, Pat Frank is more optimistic than Shute: 
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There are survivors, When civilication blows up and chaos rushes 
in to take its place, what happens? It depends upon the leader 
who rises to the occasion, If he is evil, then tooth and claw rule 
the day, If he is good, one can start the long journey not quite 
so far away from the goal of civilization, This story describes 
such a conflict with inventiveness and vigor, A condensed version 
appeared in Good Housekeeping, (HSB) 





Gilbert, Edwin, The Hourglass, 1959, 512p, Lippincott, $4.95, 

A rambling narrative connects the lives of several young New 
Yorkers--an aspiring lawyer, an interior decorator, a painter, a 
writer, and others--from 1936-1955, through love affairs, profes- 
sional triumphs, and failures, moves from Greenwich Village to 
uptown to the country, The last section focuses on the censorship 
of books and may stimulate talk and thought on this subject, Rather 
slow moving, and the hero is rather larger than life, For best-seller 
readers, (KD) 





Giles, Janice Holt, The Land Beyond the Mountains, 1958, 308p, 
Houghton, $3.75. 

The author's fourth novel of the Kentucky frontier concerns the 
fortunes of Major Cartwright and the questionable ventures of General 
Wilkinson in the days before Kentucky became a state, Romance adds 
interest to this portrayal of pioneer life fraught with the many 
rigors and dangers, 





Gillies, Alan, Side Door to Heaven, 1958, 4433p, Holt, $4.95. 

This is a story of conflict between brothers in which one's sym- 
pathy is all on the side of Harley, the elder, Born with a clubfoot 
which repelled his mother, he was resentful of Claude, who always 
remained his mother's baby, Claude's pretty face and weak character 
seemed to endear him to the fair sex while rousing Harley's murderous 
fury, Of course, Claude got the girl Harley longed for, How the 
brothers came to terms with life and with each other is told in an 
enjoyable and skillful manner, (HSB) 





Grant, Hilda Kay, Dove Cottage by Jan Hilliard, pseud, 1958, 192p, 
Abelard-Schuman,, $3.50, 

This story has all the ingredients to make it a frivolous, relaxing, 
and witty escape from everyday pressures, A romance is added to the 
fun and furnishes a good resolution to the dilemma in which Mother 
Bigelow finds herself, For all libraries, 





Herlihy, James Leo, The Sleep of Baby Filbertson and Other Stories, 
1959, 190p, Dutton, $3,50, 

Baby Filbertson is a young man in his teens whose life is so un- 
eventful that his main achievement of the somnolent day is the steal- 
ing of sleeping pills from his mother to enable him to keep uncon- 
scious during the night, This is the first of several odd and original 
stories by Herlihy, They are as modern as abstract painting, both 
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forms of art having elements of shock and stimulation, For me, a 
little of this kind of thing goes a long way, (HSB) 


Krech, Hilda Sidney, The Other Side of the Day, 1958, 30hp. 
Knopf, $3.95. 

An intelligent young woman, becoming bored by the narrow circle 
of household duties and association with other women in equally 
limited circumstances, goes out to meet the complications inherent 
in the miltiple role of wage earner, home manager, wife and mother, 
Many women will find the treatment of this experience enlightening 
and clarifying, if not tremendously entertaining, (HSB) 





Longstreet, Stephen, and Longstreet, Ethel, The Politician, 1959, 
L34p, Funk & Wagnalls, $4.95. 

This novel about a fictitious U.S, President reveals his develop- 
ment and the many forces that shape him as a man and as a politician, 
It is an entertaining and vigorous story, which follows much of the 
life of a late President, 





MacLennan, Hugh, The Watch That Ends the Night, 1959, 373p. 
Scribner, $3.95, 

A dramatic novel of the thirties in Montreal, this concerns three : 
likable persons who are very good friends and find themselves in an ; 
Enoch Arden situation, Very well told to hold even the sophisticated ' 
reader, j 


Masters, John, Fandango Rock, 1959, 371, Harper, $4.50, 

An American air base in Spain furnishes the springboard for this 
engrossing story of a young American girl and an aristocratic 
Spaniard, The author is well acquainted with Spain, and he makes 
his characters real and identifiable to the reader, Since one of 
the areas of conflict between the puritanical world and the Spanish 
world is the attitude toward sex, there are scenes which may offend 
some readers, 





Powell, Richard, Pioneer, Go Home}! 1959, 320p, Scribner, $3.75. 

A diverting and zany story of the exploits of one Kwimper family, 
who depend on Uncle Sam for daily bread but find they possess a 
pioneer’s resourcefulness, 





Rouech€, Berton, The Delectable Mountains; and other narratives, 
1959, 179p, Little, $3.50, 

This collection of stories that appeared in the New Yorker maga- 
zine during the years 196 to 1953 revolves around man's desire to 
accomplish, Each of these eight stories tells how a little dream 
was turned into a satisfying reality, The characters in these pages 
dare to be themselves, and their successes make them more interesting, 





Schoonover, Lawrence, The Prisoner of Tordesillas, 1959, 309p, 

Little, $3.95, 
This novel is based on the power struggle during the reigns of 

Ferdinand and Isabella, followed by the rule of Charles V, The 
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lovely Queen Juana is the tragic pawn, forced to madness and confined 
to Tordesillas for 50 years, The panorama of life in the courts of 
Europe does yield an occasional unsavory allusion, but the emphasis is 
on intrigue, rather than sex, The story is absorbing and has value 

as an introduction to a period in history, 





Shenton, Edward, The Rib and Adam, 1959, 217p. Lauphenett, 009%. 
30,1 
This somewhat tongue-in-cheek account reflects the male attitude 
toward life at Sugarbridge, the farm home of the author and of his 
wife, Barbara Webster, who has also written her version of the country 
life, The sketches add to the amusement of these experiences, which 
will find hearty endorsement among many men, A book for family fun, 


re se Frank G, The Thorn of Arimathea, 1959, 317p, Doubleday, 
30956 

Based on certain legends and the apocryphal books of the New Testa-~ 
ment, this story begins several years after the Crucifixion of Jesus 
and gives a feeling of the turbulent times through the story of Veronica 
and Quintus, It is so packed with action, incident, and conflict that 
a reader fails to be moved by the story, although his interest is held, 





Soles, Gordon H, Cornbread and Milk; a family gathering, 1959, 166p, 
Doubleday, $3.50, 

Boyhood on a Kansas farm is vividly recalled in these 16 episodic chap- 
ters that bring out the humor in family activities, Another good story 
for family enjoyment, Each chapter would make a good program at a 
gathering, Cleverly illustrated, 





Tranter, Nigel, The Stone, 1959, 221p, Putnam, $3.50, 

An entertaining suspense tale, When young Sir Patrick Kincaid hears 
that an Oxford archaeological expedition is being sent to Scotland 
to search for the true Stone of Scone (the famous one in Westminster 
Abbey long having been suspected to be a fake), he rushes to his an- 
cestral estate, Family tradition gives him an idea where they may 
be going to dig, Under an assumed name, he enlists the help of the 
daughter of the present owner of the estate and some patriotic Glasgow 
thugs and, sure enough, locates the Stone just ahead of the expedition, 
Most of the book is concerned with the enterprising attempts of this 
motley crew to keep their heavy cargo away from the English, elude 
the police, and get the Stone safely into the Highlands for safekeeping, 
The romance angle is a bit stiff, but,despite the Englishness of treat- 
ment and humor, the story is very entertaining and holds interest to 
the very end, (PB) 


Wilkins, Vaughan, Consort for Victoria, 1959, 28p, Doubleday, 
$3.95. 

Wherever there is royalty, an intricate plot is afoot to discredit 
one of its members, Although we associate the Victorian Age with 
the impeccable, there were scandals even as today, This is a 
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colorful novel that evokes the period and the turbulent course 
of true love, 


Williams, Jay, Solomon & Sheba, 1959, 24,8p, Random, $3.95. 

A simply but beautifully written story, revolving around the 
picturesque figures of Solomon and Sheba, brings into focus their 
times and also their values, All of the splendor and the austerity 
of Israel are in this story of two famous lovers, 





Wylie, Ida Alexa Rosa, Claire Serrat, a novel, 1959, 252p, 
Putnam, $3.50, 

Of this modern novel with elements of a fairy tale, Part I intro- 
duces the heroine, Claire, in her English environment and gives a 
sympathetic portrayal by flash backs revealing the situations that 
have brought her to living in sin with Robert, Part II unravels 
in the forsaken French village, which holds only one inhabitant, 
Martin Thibaut, The circumstances bringing these two together and 
their conflicts, both inner and outer, make this an absorbing story. 
As in Candles for Therese, this reveals the effects of World War II 
on young people, 








These initials included with reviews refer to staff members: HSB-- 
Helen Bull, Ll--Louise Lockhart, PG-Peg Barry, Unsigned book notes 


were written by Ruth Swenson, 
Ho He 





A CORRECTION 
FOR THE MARCH-APRIL ISSUE 


Please make the following correction in 
the March-April, 1959, issue of the 
Wisconsin Library Bulletin: on the 4th 
line from the bottom on page 105, change 
“*73’’ to ‘*‘45’’; and on the same page on 
the third line from the bottom, change 


“‘ae"* ge **FR** 
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STATE DOCUMENTS 


— A SELECTED LIST 














The documents that have recently been sent to the depository 
libraries are starred (*), 


Banking Department, Thirty-Sixth Anmal Report on the Condition 
of Credit Unions,,,on December 31, 1956, 3p, 

Conservation Department, *Here's What You Said; Wisconsin park and 
travel study: a survey of park visitors in 1958, [8p,] 

Department of Agriculture, Wisconsin Annual Crop Summary, 1957-58, 
32p, 

ceaeene of Public Welfare, *Strides in Welfare Services; 
biennial report, 1956-58, hp, 

-----, Division of Corrections, *Parole Board Procedures and 


Practices, 16p, 
Department of Taxation, Biennial Report, July 1, 1956-June 30, 1958, 
36p. 
Division of Industrial and Port Development, *Wisconsin Ports, 


[h0p,] 

Executive Office, 1959 Wisconsin State Building Program,,.pre- 
sented to the Legislature by Governor Gaylord A. Nelsen. 76p, 

Industrial Commission, *Averace Weekly Larnings of Production 
Workers, 1950-58; manufacturing industries in Wisconsin and 
in selected counties and cities, [hp.] 

----- « Statistical Department, *Wisconsin Manufacturing; summary 
data by industry, 1947-58, [6p.J 

Legislative Council, *Report, 1959, Vol, 4, Water Resources, 


















































31[ 22] p, 

oe . *Report of the Interim Boating Committee to the 1959 
Wisconsin Legislature, 371 52]p. 

oe « Committee on Interim Urban Problems, *Report to the 1959 





Wisconsin Legislature, 27[12]p, 

-----, Committee to Visit State Institutions, *Report to the 1959 
Wisconsin Legislature, 38p, 

University of Wisconsin, Extension Division, Bureau of Government, 
County Government and the Problems of Urban Expansion, 78[{18]p, 
$3.50, 

cee « School of Commerce, Business Research and Service Bureau, 

Wisconsin Commerce Papers, Vol, II, No, 3, The Effects of 

Industrialization on Six Small Wisconsin Cities (West Bend, 

Fort Atkinson, Hartford, Prairie du Chien, Monroe, Richland 


Center), l07p, $1,15, 
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COMMISSION ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF NEW STAFF MEMBER 





Mrs, Helen Huguenor Lyman, Chicago, Illinois, and formerly of 
Buffalo and Orchard Park, New York, has been named Public Library 
Consultant, Adult Services, and began work on June 1, 1959, with 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 


Mrs, Lyman came to Madison directly from the Frederick H, Hild 
Regional Branch of the Chicago Public Library, where, as librarian in 
adult services,she had special duties in connection with film pro- 
grams, discussion groups, and other services to community groups, 

She brings to the Commission consultant staff a rich background of 
experience in adult education through public libraries, In the 
Buffalo, New York, Public Library, she worked in the Circulation 
Department, was cohead of the Readers' Bureau, head of the Discussion 
Group Department, and organized and directed the Adult Fducation 
Department, She has been a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Great Books Foundation and the Buffalo Council on World Affairs, In 
1951-52, Mrs, Lyman acted as director of the American Library Associa~- 
tion's national survey of adult education in public libraries, She 
is author of Adult Education Activities in Public Libraries; a report 
of the ALA survey, and has contributed to various professional 
journals, 





Mrs, lyman's duties with the Commission will include work with 
the Wisconsin Library Film Circuit, Inc.,, and the ESO Reading Pro- 
gram (General Federation of Women's Clubs), After September i, 1959, 
she will have responsibility for consultant services in connection 
with the ALA's Library-Community Project in Wisconsin, She also 
will act as chief advisor to local libraries in all phases of public 
library services to adults, 
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FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Selected by Elizabeth Burr 











For the Youngest 


Anglund, Joan, The Brave Cowboy, 1959, 36p, Illus, Harcourt, 
$1.95, 

An original presentation--the small cowboy's fantasies are por- 
trayed in red and he is drawn in black and white--for all the little 
boys who, like this one, spend their days clothed in department store 
cowboy suits, Ages 3-7, 





Borten, Helen, Do You See What I See? 1959, Unpaged, Illus, 
Abelard=-Schuman, 92,75, 

This handsomely illustrated book effectively introduces to the 
kindergarten and primary age listeners the basic elements of visual 
composition--lines, shapes, and colors--and the emotional responses 
they evoke, 





Branley, Franklyn Mansfield, A Book of Satellites For You, 1958, 
38p, Illus, Crowell, $3, 629 ,13882 
In large print and picture-book format, man-made satellites are 
introduced in simple text and detailed, colorful illustrations for 

the 7-9-year-olds, 





ws Helen E, Grandfather and I, 1959, [25p,] Illus, Lothrop, 
26756 

Unlike mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, cars and buses, Grand- 
father does not hurry but has time to play with the little boy, walk 
slowly with him, sit and rock, sing and talk as long as they wish, An 
exceptionally good choice for the preschool story hour with its repeti- 
tive text and bold, uncluttered pictures, Ages 3-5, 





Bulla, Clyde Robert, The Valentine Cat, 1959, 52p, Illus, 
Crowell, $3, 
A Valentine picture-story fantasy of a little black cat with a 
heart-shaped marking on his head, who is befriended by a young, 
discouraged artist, stolen by an evil chimney sweep, and finally 
rescued by a princess, Leonard Weisgard's handsome pictures add 
to its value as a preschool story-hour choice, Third graders, 
seeing its large type, will know their author has not forsaken them, 
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Gulick, Peggy, Hurrah for Maxie, 1959, [28p,] Illus, Lothrop, 





Preschoolers will chuckle over the way in which Maxie, the work 
elephant, inadvertently finds himself receiving the hurrahs of the 
circus audience while trying to help a little dog look through a 
hole in the tent, 


Jensen, Virginia Allen, Lars-Peter's Birthday, 1959, Unpaged, 
Abingdon, $1.75, 

"Although the Danish background will be strange to the younger 
children for whom this book is intended, a few questions and answers 
will prepare these children, This appealing story shows an imagina- 
tive child's longing to own a bicycle and the endlessness of time 
he endures waiting for his week-away birthday, Lovely crayon pictures 
of the Danish town add much to the story, Will need reinforced bind- 
ing for library use," Florence Hensey, Wausau Public Library, in 
Junior Libraries, Ages 3-6, 








McClung, Robert M, The Whooping Crane, 1959, 63p, Illus, 
Morrow, $2.50, 598.2 

Excellently illustrated and printed in large type, this is an 
account of the life cycle and habits of the whooping crane, told 
through the story of Whooper, his mate and young, The author makes 
a fervent plea for the preservation of this almost extinct bird, 
Grades 3-5, 





eet Patricia Miles, The Pointed Brush, 1959, [29p.] Lothrop, 

Ce e 
Little Sixth Son's ability to write serves to enlist the aid of 

the villagers when his Elder Uncle is jailed falsely and convinces his 

father that all six sons must "sit at the feet of the teacher," 

Roger Duvoisin's colorful illustrations give added liveliness and 

atmosphere to a picture-story of Chinese family life that emphasizes 

the power of the written word and the importance of learning, Ages 


6-9, 


Massoglia, Elinor Eripato, Fun-Time Paper Folding, 1959, 31lp, 
Illus, Children's Press, $2.50. 745.54 
Having practiced the art during her two years in Japan, the author 
gives clear, concise directions in pictures and text to the ancient 
art of paper folding, beginning with a simple boat and ending with 
the three-dimensional flying bird, skiff, and butterfly, Grades 3-5, 








Thayer, Jane, Little Monkey, 1959, 32p, Illus, Morrow, $2.75. 

Little Dodo is a happy, small monkey on his island home in the 
Paris z00 except that he does not like to go to bed early, Easy- 
reading vocabulary, excellent print, and amusing black-and-white 
illustrations combine to make a picture-storybook to read aloud and 
for the beginning readers, also, 
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Zinger, Oleg, The Little Donkey, 1959, Unpaged, Whittlesey, 





Adapted from the German, this picture-book tale is told with a 
folk flavor and illustrated with beautiful color work, Printed 
abroad and bound in flexible board covers with cloth, it will 
need to be prebound, Excellent choice for the preschool story hour, 


For Older Boys and Girls 


Bauer, Helen, Water, 1959, l12lp, Illus, Doubleday, $3, 333.7 

"Riches or Ruin"is the subtitle of this handsomely presented case 
for conservation of natural resources, Photographs, line cuts, 
diagrams, and maps add much to the impact of the text, 


Bleeker, Sonia, The Eskimo; arctic hunters and trappers, 1959, 
160p, Morrow, $2, 998 

The author has now added to her American Indian Tribes series a 
title on the Eskimos which, like the others, is a real contribution 
to the understanding of the first Americans, The ingenious ways in 
which Eskimos have developed their housing, food, and clothing to 
survive the rigors of their land, their games, crafts, mythology, and 
legends are treated absorbingly and dramatically, The origin of the 
different geographic groups and arctic exploration are treated briefly, 
Grades -6, 


Bronson, Wilfrid Swancourt, Goats, 1959, 63p, Illus, Harcourt, 
$2.95, 636,39 

This is not only a practical handbook on raising goats for profit 
or keeping them for pets but also a lively account of the characteristics 
of the major breeds and background information on their place in 
mythology and legend, Grades l-6, 


Caldwell, John Cope, and Caldwell, Elsie F, Let's Visit Korea, 

1959, 95p, Illus, Day, $2.95. $25.19 
Illustrated with photographs, this title in the Let's Visit series 

introduces the history, geography, and present-day life of Korea 

through the knowledge of a husband and wife who know Korea intimately, 

Grades -8, 





Davis, Russell, and Ashabranner, Brent, The Lion's Whiskers, 1959, 
19lp, Illus, Little, $3, 398 
The two authors, while working with the Ethiopian Ministry of 
Education in the preparation of textbooks, collected these East 
African folk tales, The stories are interspersed with their observa- 
tions on the people, their way of life, and something of the geography 
and history of the little known African high country, Valuable for 
this added information, as well as to the storyteller, Grades 5-8, 
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Dick, Trella Lamson, Flag in Hiding, 1959, 175p, Illus, 
Abelard-Schuman, $3, 

Living in the Tory-dominated .Hudson Valley area of New York 
State in 1776, the Stewart family poses as good Tories, although 
the father has served secretly in General Washington's army as an 
officer and returned to the farm to report activities of the Tories, 
The story centers on the activities of ll-year-old Randy and his 
younger sister and shows the excitement and suspense of living in 
Revolutionary War days, Where additional titles on this period 
are needed for Grades 5-7, it is recommended, 


Epstein, Sam, and Epstein, Beryl, The First Book of Italy, 1958, 
6lp, Illus, Watts, $1.95, 914.5 

There is a mine of information about today's Italy in this brief 
introduction to the country's geography, history, people, cities, 
and contributions to the Western world, It includes a section on 
The Vatican State and is exceptionally well illustrated in brown 
crayon and black ink, Grades 5-8, 





Gage, Wilson, The Secret of Crossbone Hill, 1959, 18lp, Illus, 
World, $2.95, 

"A South Carolina swamp, an odd-shaped hill and a pair of vivid 
imaginations spark the adventures of Kathy and Davis Vance during 
their vacation at a beach cottage, A witty tale of a search for 
pirate treasure which leads to bird watching instead, Rich and 
colorful setting lends reality to the story, which is also notable 
for the sympathetic family relationships it portrays," Michigan 
State Library, Quarterly Bulletin, Grades 6-8, 








Hallowell, Priscilla, The Long-Nosed Princess, 1959, 6kp, 
Illus, Viking, $2, 

Winner of the New York Herald Tribune's Spring Festival Award 
for ages 8 to 12, this is a modern fairy tale and love story, The 
princess, Felicity, loved by all the animals and people of the 
kingdom and with the longest nose in the world, is turned down 
brutally by the handsome prince, Fustian, but she falls in love 
with him, Many adventures later, Fustian discovers that Felicity 
is his true love, and they marry and live happily ever after, 








Holt, Isabella, The Adventures of Rinaldo, 1959, 1h2p, Illus, 
little, $3, 

Rinaldo is a most uncommon knight, who, returning from the wars 
and looking for a castle to settle down in, finds himself with a 
troupe of performing animals and a barefoot lady named Daffodil 
for his wife, Packed with fun, elements of magic and action, it 
will make excellent reading aloud, Grades l-6, 





Montgomery, Rutherford, Tim's Mountain, 1959, 219p, Illus, 
World, $2.95, 

This is a heart-warming story of a boy's love for his pet raccoon, 
which complicates the free and easy life that Tim and his uncle 
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lead in a shanty on a California mountain, Animal life as seen 
through the eyes of the boy as he roams the mountain meadows and 
thickets is particularly well done, Grades 6-8, 


eg Mary, The Borrowers Afloat, 1959, 19lp, Illus, Harcourt, 
267 2 

A sequel, yes, to the other two stories about the borrowers, The 
Borrowers and The Borrowers Afield, but even more a delightful con- 
timance of a complete small world that Mary Norton created with Pod, 
Homily, and Arrietty meeting new problems and having more exciting 
adventures, Grades l-7, 











Puttcamp, Rita, Texas Treasure, 1959, 155p, Illus, lLothrop, $3, 

An archeological expedition in the Big Bend country of west Texas 
is the background for this plausible "buried treasure" story, Good 
fare for those who want a "mystery" in Grades 5-7, 








Ripper, Charles L, The Weasel Family, 1959, 6lp, Illus, Morrow 

$2.50, 599. 7h 
The weasel family--the long-tailed weasel, the skunk, the mink, 

the otter, the marten, the wolverine, and the badger--are accurately 

described in the author-illustrator's simply written text and precise 

drawings, Grades l-7, 


Schiffer, Don, The First Book of Basketball, 1959, 60p, Illus, 
Watts, $1.95, 796, 323 

A useful companion volume to the author's The First Book of Football, 
which will serve as a good basic book for both the player and the 
spectator, Grades 5-8, 








Steele, William 0, Andy Johnson's Water Hole, 1959, 80p, Illus, 
Harcourt, $2,75. 

An uproariously funny tall tale of young lawyer Andy Jackson's 
adventures when he and his friend, Chief Ticklepitcher, journeyed 
over to East Tennessee and fetched back a water well to drought- 
stricken Nashville, For the 9-ll-year-olds who liked Daniel Boone's 
Echo, 








Syme, Ronald, Vasco da Gama, 1959, 95p, Illus, Morrow, $2.75, 
921 

This welcome addition to the author's books on explorers is a com- 
pelling narrative biography of the Portuguese navigator who discovered the 
the sea route to India, Its large type and dramatic black-and-white 
illustrations will appeal to fourth-and fifth-grade readers, 





Washburne, Heluiz, Tomas Goes Trading, 1959, 127p, Illus, Day, 
$2.75. 

When Tomas! small, gray burro becomes the extra donkey to go on 
the trading journey to the Hot Lands far below their Mexican village 
home, the almost 12-year-old lad wins his plea to his father to go 
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with him, Thus, his burning desire to be considered a man and also 
to earn the money to get a sewing machine for his mother are realized, 
The book's chief value lies in the picture of life in rural Mexico 
today, Grades )-6, 


For Young People 


Chubb, Thomas Caldecot, The Byzantines, 1959, 127p, Illus, 

World, $2.95, 949.5 
"An account of the Byzantine Empire, the people and their history, 
for over a thousand years, presented in a fast-reading graphic style, 

which makes unusually effective use of quotations from Crusaders' 
journals,,, A chronological chart, carefully selected 'Books for Fur- 
ther Reading,' index, and glossary, and many black-and-white draw- 
ings characteristic of the period, combine to make this a truly 
notable publication in an almost neglected area," Mary V, Gaver 

in Junior Libraries, Grade 9 and up, 








Commager, Henry Steele, The Great Declaration, 1958, 112p, 
Illus, Bobbs-Merrill, $2.75. 973,313 

A distinguished historian, using excerpts from official documents, 
letters, and diaries, skillfully weaves together the story of the 
Declaration of Independence, explaining how it came into being and 
describing the men who discussed, debated, and finally drafted it, 
The text is complemented with pen sketches and reproductions of con- 
temporary paintings and woodcuts, Grades 7-10, 





Johnson, Annabel, The Black Symbol, 1959, 207p, Harper, $2.75, 
When Barney runs away from his uncle to search for his father in 
the mining camps around Virginia City, it seems as if good luck were 

with him when he was picked up by Doctor Cathcart and given a job 
in his Traveling Miracle Show, Little by little, Barney realizes 
that the elegant speaking doctor is cruel and a sham, that the 
blind man, Steve, whom he is set to guard, and the Negro boy are 
being exploited and that all three of them are actually prisoners, 
Good writing and characterization and character-building values, as 
well as exciting reading, Grades 7-10, 





Leonard, Jonathan Norton, Exploring Science, 1959, 318p, Illus, 
World, $4.95. 500 
Illustrated in color and in black and white, this handsome, large 
volume is a survey of the nature of the universe as modern scientists 
see it and the cultural evolution of mankind, The author is the 
science editor of Time, Maria Cimino of the New York Public Library 
prepared the bibliography, "Books for Further Reading," Grade 6 and 


UPe 





Malvern, Gladys, Rogues and Vagabonds, 1959, 187p, Macrae Smith, 


> 
$2.95. 
This novel about the first acting troupe to play in America has 
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Colonial Williamsburg as a background, ILovely Mary Hallam is torn 
between her love and loyalty to her mother's people,in the day when 
players were considered rogues, and her desire to be accepted in 
polite society, Refusing her paternal birthright as a French noble- 
woman, she emigratcs to Virginia as an actress and there finds romance 
with a young Virginian planter, It is a pleasing romance for the 

13- to 15-year-olds, with added interest in its story of 18th century 
players and its historical context, 


Rauch, Mabel Thompson, Vinnie and the Flag Tree, 1959, 1h9p. 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce, $2.95, 

Based on historical fact, much of it from experience in the author's 
own family, this is an exciting story of southern Illinois during the 
Civil War, When 16-year-old Vinnie was allowed to go to Cairo to nurse 
in the Union soldiers' hospital, she won her husband there, returned 
home with him to nurse and then wait for him and to tend the signal 
tree, The impact of divided loyalties that was so much a part of this 
war is well depicted, typified by Vinnie helping her sister elope with 
a Confederate soldier and the activities of the Knights of the Golden 
Circle, This reviewer foundVinnie's story particularly fascinating, 
since she shares with the author family roots in the same locale, It 
will be useful as a social studies supplementary title, as well as 
interesting to older girl readers for its warmhearted family story and 
appealing heroine, 





Smith, Agnes, An Edge of the Forest, 1959, 192p, Viking, $2, 

Winner of the New York Herald Tribune's Spring Festival Award for 
the older boys and girls, this is a strange and beautiful tale of a 
young leopardess that befriends a black lamb, driven by a mad dog 
into her terrain of the old woods, Its haunting allegory of the 
strange power the helplessness and the simple steadfastness that the 
lamb exerts makes it an ageless book and a haunting experience for 
all who will read it, 








For Readers of ‘‘Other Lands and Other Times’’ 


Berry, Erick, The Land and People of Finland, 1959, 126p, Illus, 
Lippincott, $2.95, Grades 6-9, 914,71 





Breetveld, Jim, Getting to Know Malaya, 1959, 6p, Illus, Coward- 
McCann, $2.50, Grades l-6, 915.95 





Buehr, Walter, The Crusaders, 1959, 96p, Illus, Putnam, $3, 
Grades 5-8, 940,18 





Colbert, Edwin H, Millions of Years Ago; prehistoric life in North 
America, 1958, 153p, Illus, Crowell, $2.75, Grades 6-9, 560 





Holbrook, Sabra, Getting to Know the Virgin Islands, 1959, 6p, 
Illus, Coward-McCann, $2,50, Grades -6, 917.2972 
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Snyder, Louis Leo, The First Book of the Soviet Union, 1959, 96p, 
Illus, Watts, $1.95, Grades 6-9, 947 





Editions 


Dalgliesh, Alice, America Begins, 1959, 6lp, Illus, Scribner, 
$3. 

First published in 1938, this useful introduction for eight- to 
ten-year-olds to the finding of the New World has had some new 
material added to the text, some of the illustrations redone in a 
more informal manner, and color added, 





De La Mare, Walter John, Tales Told Again, 1959, 207p, [Iillus, 

Knopf, $3, 398 
Originally published in 1927 under the title of Told Again, this 

collection of favorite fairy tales, retold by Walter De Mare, 

is now back in print, newly illustrated with drawings by Alan Howard, 

Grades h-7, 
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Have You Seen: 


Children’s Press Filmstrips 


12 full-color filmstrips, which have been adapted from a 
selection of True Books; six of them deal with Physical 
Science, the other six, Natural Science, Cost of each, 
$4.75, The address: Children's Press, Jackson and 
Racine, Chicago 7, Illinois, 


Weston Woods Picture Book Parade 


16 of the motion pictures in the Picture Book Parade are 
now available as filmstrips, Any eight titles can be 
chosen boxed for }l2 or #$6,50 each, (Millions of Cats 
and Georgie are listed at $ each,) 33 1/3 long-playing 
records are also available for some of the titles, The 
address: Weston Woods Studio, Weston, Connecticut, 
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A NEW JUNIOR LIBRARY DEPARTMENT OPENS AT TOMAHAWK 


Esther Venne, librarian at the Tomahawk Public Library, writes 
that their new Junior Library was opened to the public at an Open 
House on April 13, thus observing the 50th anniversary of the 
Tomahawk Public Library and the beginning of National Library Week, 
At the Open House, members of the Library Board expressed their 
appreciation of the generous aid and support of interested organiza- 
tions, business and professional men, and individuals of the Tomahawk 
area for the gifts of equipment, and thanked the mayor and City 
Council for their help, During the week, hundreds of children with 
their teachers visited the library to become acquainted with the new 
facilities that have been made available to them, 


The addition of the Junior Library will almost double the size 
of the Tomahawk Public Library, and will enable it to better serve 
children of the preschool to the junior high school age group, The 
space gained in the main library results also in better facilities 
for the adults and young people, and provides space for an office 
and workroom for the librarian, 
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LIBRARY POSITIONS OPEN 











PROFESSIONAL 


Assistant Librarian, Shawano City-County Library, Shawano, Duties: 
responsible for establishing bookmobile service and program of county- 
wide service to adults in Library Services Act project, Requirements: 
B.L.S, or M,L,S, Experience: two years' public library minimm, Be- 
ginning salary: $5,000, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Retire- 
ment: Social Security, Apply to Mrs, Flla Veslak, Librarian, 
Bookmobile Librarian, Kellogg Public Library, Green Bay, Duties: 
rural library bookmobile service, Requirements: library degree pre- 
ferred but not required, Experience: not essential, Beginning salary: 
$4,020, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Hospitalization, Retire- 
ment: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security, Apply to 
Mr, John C, Frantz, Librarian, 

Bookmobile Librarian, Public Library, Milwaukee, Requirements: 
M.L,S.3 age under 0; U.S, citizenship, Salary: $,646-$5,271, 0- 
hour, 5-day week, Vacation: 2 weeks, Sick leave, Hospitalization 
and surgical insurance, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees 
and Social Security, Apply to Miss Myrl Ricking, Chief, In-Service 
Training and Personnel Control, 

Bookmobile librarian, Shawano City-County Library, Shawano, Duties: 
responsible for operating bookmobile service to adults in Library 
Services Act project, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,L.5, Experience: 
not essential, Beginning salary: $4,500, Vacation: four weeks, 
Sick leave, Retirement: Social Security, Apply to Mrs, Ella Veslak, 
Librarian, 

Cataloger, Public Library, Eau Claire, Duties: Catalog Department 
assistant in charge of school library cataloging; 15 hours a week in 
the Reference and Circulation Department serving the public, Require- 
ments: B,L,S, or M,L,.S, Experience: not essential, Salary: 
$4,000-$4,300, Vacation: 12 working days the first year of employ- 
ment, 2) thereafter, Sick leave: 12 days a year accumulating to 90, 
Hospitalization insurance, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees 
and Social Security, Apply to Mr, Gerald Somers, Librarian, 
Children's librarian, Public Library, Superior, Duties: in charge 
of Children's Department, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,L,S, Salary: 
$4, 410-$4,650, Vacation: one month, Sick leave, Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security, Apply to Mrs, 
Marjorie L, Flinn, Librarian, 

Head Cataloger, Public Library, Wausau, Duties: head cataloger in 
Adult Department; responsible for Wisconsin and local history; assist 
in reference; opportunity for radio and TV programing and library 
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publicity, if interested, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,L,S,, super- 
visory ability, Experience: preferred, Salary: $),200-$),800 

to start, depending on experience, Vacation: three weeks, Sick 
leave, Retirement: Municipal and Social Security, Apply to Miss 
Dorothea Krause, Librarian, 

Head Children's Librarian, Mead Public Library, Sheboygan, Duties: 
in charge of an extensive children's program, including stations in 
elementary schools; supervision of three assistants, Requirements: 
BLS, (fifth year) or M,L,S, Experience: required, Salary: to 
be arranged; minimum, $4,560, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield: 50% paid by library, Retirement: 
Municipal and Social Security, Position open now, Apply to Miss 
Marie W, Barkman, Librarian, 

Head Librarian, Free Library, Marshfield, Duties: administration 
of library, Requirements: B,L.S, or M.L.S, Experience: essential, 
Salary: open, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Fmployees and Social Security, Apply to Miss 
Agnes L, Noll, President, Library Board, P.O, Box 3ll, 

Head Librarian, La Crosse County Library, La Crosse, Duties: ad- 
ministration of library, Requirements: B,L,.S, or M.L.S, Experience: 
4 years preferred, Salary schedule: $,500-$5,200, Vacation, 

Sick leave, Retirement, Apply to Mrs, Elizabeth Olson, President, 
La Crosse County Library Board, Mindoro, 

Head Librarian, Public Library, Neenah, Duties: administration of 
library, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,L,S, Experience: minimum of 
two years, Salary: open, 39-hour, 5-day week, Vacation, Sick 
leave, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security, 
Apply to Mr, W, A, Gresenz, President, Library Board, 1206 E, Forest 
Ave, 

Head Librarian, Public Library, Reedsburg, Duties: administration 
of library, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,L,S, preferred, but will con- 
sider person holding Grade Two Wisconsin certificate, Experience: 
preferred, but not essential if other qualifications high, Salary: 
open, Vacation: three weeks, Sick leave, Retirement: Social 
Security, Apply to Mr, Hubert Thies, President, Library Board, 3)6 
N, Webb Ave, 

Reference Librarian, Kellogg Public Library, Green Bay, Require- 
ments: B,L,S, or M,L,S, Experience: none necessary, Beginning 
salary: $4,320, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Hospitaliza- 
tion insurance, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and 
Social Security, Apply to Mr, John C, Frantz, Librarian, 

Reference Librarian, Mead Public Library, Sheboygan, Duties: 
reference in a busy department with an excellent book collection, Re- 
quirements: B,L,S, orM,L,S, Salary: to be arranged; minim, 
$4,560, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield: 50% paid by library, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Bn- 
ployees and Social Security, Apply to Miss Marie Barkman, Librarian, 
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NONPROFESSIONAL 


Assistant Librarian, De Pere Public Library, West De Pere, Duties: 
general assistant in small library, Requirements: no library degree 
necessary; some library training preferred, Experience: preferred, 
Salary: open, 30-hour week, Vacation, Sick leave, Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security, Apply to Miss 
Blanche Janssen, Librarian, 





Free Materials on Education 
Available To All Public Libraries 


The National Citizens Council for Better Schools has announced 
that it will supply to all public libraries, free of charge, a series 
of eight working guides on educational problems, The working guides 
are factual roundups of information on such educational problems as 
teachers, school boards, buildings, finance, aims and goals, public 
relations, and teaching materials, To get these useful and valuable 
guides, write to: National Citizens Council for Better Schools, 


342) Fast Lake Street, Minneapolis 6, Minnesota, 


tt Ht 


Does Your Library Have 
The Wisconsin Statutes And The Blue Book? 


Every public library in the State, having 1,000 or more volunes, 
is eligible to receive, free of charge, one copy of the Wisconsin 
Statutes and one copy of the Wisconsin Blue Book, Every public li- 
brary should have these valuable reference books, The latest edi- 
tion (1957) of the Wisconsin Statutes contains all the laws of the 
State of Wisconsin up to and including those enacted by the 1957 
session of the Legislature, The Wisconsin Blue Book, edited by the 
Legislative Reference Library, is an invaluable source of informa- 
tion on Wisconsin, It contains many basic statistics about Wisconsin, 
election returns, names of state and county officers, information 
on the organization and function of State government, and much 
other useful information, If your library doesn't have the 1957 
Wisconsin Statutes or the 1958 Wisconsin Blue Book, request them 
from: Bureau of Purchases, State Capitol, Madison, Wisconsin, 
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